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Think of (reflexion's stab!) the pitying friend, 
With shoulder shrugg'd and sorry.“ 


— — * — — 


— _ 12 


ONE fine frosty morning, Laura 
having prevailed on her father to take 
a walk, went to meet him on his return 
home: he was at a short distance from 
the cottage, and she hastily ran up to 
meet him, for she perceived that he held 
a letter in his hand. Sir Robert smiled 
at the agitation of her countenance, as 
she a pproached, and exclaimed, © Can 


Var, . 5 


2 


£6] 
you guess, Laura, who has written you 
this letter?“ 


« You know that L have but one cor- 
respondent,” answered Laura, blushin g. 


© Well, then, I am sure that corre. 
spondent | is a young lady; if I may judge 
by the direct ion, which i is 80 femininely 

nd fashionably scrawled, that it re. 
quires some perseverance to decypher 
jt: — but here, take your letter,” conti- 

nued Sir Robert, I do not envy you 
the task of perusing it.' 


Laura broke a fine seal, decorated 
with the motto, je ne change qu'en 
mourant,' and perceiveq, that it came 
from her forgetful negligent relation, 
Miss Louisa Dornford. It was as fol: 


los: 


1 DEAR cobsm, 8 i 
2 «My mammadesires me to. inform you 


g that We ere all vastly chagrined to 
| hear of your papa's misfortunes, and 
she thinks it quite rj ght of him to leave 
> the great house, and not to attem pt any 
nd longer to set himself on a footing. 
e with people in a certain style of life. 
J If your papa wants to go to America, 
* or any otber part of Europe, perhaps we 
T1 may be able to raise a subscription to 
i - fit him out: ſor we have a great many 
u | friends among the nobility, Who would 


be bappy t to oblige us in any thing. 


gi < My 3 is likewise 50 good 1 n 
en | say she will do alli in her power to. get 8 
* you a place, as companion to a lad „or 

/n, 


* perhaps you may prefer to be a gover- 


ness in some genteel family; ler 1 re- . 
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e up as a pattern. piece. 8 But 
% We 5 and forgive, that's my, maxim; mz 
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W and 1 I am sure'l shall be infinitely: re- 


oiced if you will come to town, and 


3 spend two. or three months with me. 
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My gear girl, 80 come and put 
ousself, in Fortune's way What sig- 
nißes moping in the -country—a all the 


learning i in the world won't get you a 
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7 [ husband. It really won 't be an 7 pen- 

* {| 5 sive scheme. 1 suppose you won't 
ind travelling! in the stage coach; and 
as for cloatös, 1 dare say you. have 
ot some, that with a little alteration 
III lock very tolerable: besides, you 
have Such g. prettz kn atk at . 
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„ was obliged the other night to go "2 
with Lady Vernon to see Mrs. Siddons 


the Grecian Daughter; but 'twas an -- B 
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3 Lsuppose you will want to hear some. 

5 thing about fashions. Black wigs are 
all the rage: but as you mayn' 't be able 
3 afford to buy one, recommend yot 

1 to have all your long hair cut off close 
to your head; for 1 do assure you it's 


now quite obsolete. You: must shew of 
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(1.7) 

„think! am very good to write you 
such a long letter. Pray write soon, 
that I may know when you'll come. 
Don't forget to bring your tambour 
frame; you can't think what a pretty 
gold muslin I'm working. Adieu, and 
I remain, with duty to my uncle, 

: Much your's, 

' LOUISA CLARA MATILDA DORNFORD.,? 


As soon as Laura had finished this 


truly mis like and unſeeling epistle, 
her father requested to see it; but she 


handed it to him with regret, for she 


feared that he would be vexed andi irri- 
i tated. She was not mistaken, for long 

before he came to the conclusion he tore 
it in pieces, angrily exclaiming, Wiat 


an im pertinent girl how can she dare 


to suppose that you will ever, conde- 
scend to become toad. eater to some old 
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hag of quality;—or that you will go to 


town to“ put yourself in Fortune's way:“ 
in other words, to ex pose your person 


to sale; and become the legal property 
of the highest bidder, no matter whe- 


ther knave or fool.“ 


Laura at this moment could. not 
avoid casting a significant glance at her 


father. He knew that she was thinking 


of Colonel Somerville, and somewhat 
embarrassed, he hastily continued, 
How ready people always are to insult 
the unfortunate, under the mask of 
friendship! Only imagine, Laura, that 
they should propose to make me 
the object of a paltry subscription. 
Ah! my child !—how are ue lost! — 
how are we degraded!—alas! why was 
I 80 extravagant, $0 rash, so mad !— 

My am wretched, but you cannot 
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1 mingra with the young, the gay, the happy 


Forcing a hollow smile at giddy joy, = 
While my poor heart sat mocking it within.” 
——— — 8 3 


SIR Robert and his daughter ere re- 
ceived on their arrival at Halthorpe with 
tne utmost kindness and hospitality. 
Mrs. Mo atague was delighted with her 
lovely young guest, and didevery thing 
in her pov er to prevail on her to engage 
in those amusements which the town so 
plentifully afforded. Laura complied, 
more from the wish to oblige, than from 
the hope of being entertained and in- 
deed she soon discovered that she never 
AG 


Vas so languid and dejected, as in those 

| public assemblieswhich were thought to 

+ be the most brilliant i in- the county; 
even though her beauty was the theme 
of general admiration, and the whisper | 


of who is she? ran through a ef 
circle of elegant women and gayofficers. 
She had-never been particularly fond 
of dancing; and now that her heart was 
50 ill at ease, she found it insufferably 
irksome to listen to the common: 
place conversation or fulsome flattery 
of any soi disant beau, who might chuse 
to single her out as a pärtneg, If she 
Vent to a play, every melanchol; Ku. 
ment that was utt&ed seemed applica- 
ble to her own situation; and if at a con - 
cert any music was played that she had 
heretofore practised with Edward; sbe 


7 dreaded lest the tears that started into 
. "I her eyes should excite observation. BY 
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M rs. Montague, an amiable and sen . 
Able woman, was well aware, from the 
increased dejection of Laura, that it was 
5 not merely loss of fortune, but some la. 
tent and more severe affliction, that 
prey ed on her heart. She endeavoured 
to win her confidence; and Laura, of a 
nature in genuous, and prone to catch, 
with eager delight, every emanation of 
tenderaess, did not seek to withhold it. 
Mrs. Montague listened with kind and 
: soothing solicitude: by degrees she 
E blended advice with condolence. 


1 bird her with silent respect: 
but she talked like a woman who knew 
Fg felt the 
strong emotions of genuine love, she 
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the world, yet never ha 


was not. interested by sympäathy, and 
consequently could not discuss the 
suhjeét with that tender eloquence 


(C16 ; 
which persuades the heart, It was as after 
a long conversation with her kind mo- 
nitress, that Laura, still unconvinced : | 
by her arguments, employed à leisure 
hour in composing the following verses: 


Alas! my friend, how vainly dost thou tell me 
That Reason may tranquility restore, 

And with her soft persuasive voice impel me 
To check my sorrows and to sigh no more! 


Ah! rather I would ask that lenient power, 
Oblivious Time, some solace to impart, 
Did I not feel that each revolving hour 
Binds him more firmly to my aching heart: 

Or I would court the silken smiles of Pleasure 
Athwart my path a cheering beam to throw; 
But no! her once lov'd sounds, in sprightly measure, 

Seem all discordant to the ear of Woe. 


Nor mirth, ner distant space, nor change of season, 
My bosom's secret anguish can remove; 


All, all are vat but chief thy boasted Reason, C Y 


a 3 on” 


For it was sie, alas? that bade me love. 
His virtues, graces, genius, she repeated, 
And much I gloried in the heart I won; 
Nor did I blush, though easily intreated, 
I scarce had seen him ere I lost my own. 
For to my soul she brought the sweet conviction, 8 11 
That he was noble, generous, and refin'd: ; 
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Such karen pon in 122 15 2 
With ever y*Eharm 1 to fascinate the mind. 5 * 


F hen reason Whisper 0 be could n ne'er Tice OY 
Or with feign'd vows of tenderness beguile; "as. 
And little reck d I that it e er Would grieve me 1 
To catch his looks of love, his heavenly smile. 


Been now, when adverse fortune . us sever, 
Amid! my sighs and tears she brings relief: we 
She tells me that his heart js mine for ever, TY dts. 


I And that his virtues sanstify my grief. 8 
.Fhus the heart-rending pangs of secret. . fea 


Reason has nurtur d, but can ne'er remove: In ; 
No! she must die with” grief, or raye.in wadnese, . 


Ere for 2 moment 1 can cease to love!. py Fe. r 
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breath of lie this dew-drop in the 
ocean of eternity, how voluptuously 


You cannot imagine how I sicken at 
the bustle and dissipation of this great 
town: but as my father appears cheer- 
ful and amused, I do not tell him how 
much 1 wish to return to our eottage. 


sic, and those tender reveries which 
are so far preferable to the gay assem- 
blies which I am: obliged to attend ; 
where I listen to all the conversation 
that is addressed to me with a vacant 
stare, and pre. occupied imagination; 


= 4 or sit alone, and moralize on the mis- 

" 1 taking many, who seek for happiness 
. in the haunts of dissipation. Ah! 
q surely, Edward, they have never cast 


their eyes with rapture on the wonders 


. 
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German drama, “ This contemptibte 


is it consumed in thinking of Edward.” 


there could enjoy my books, my mu- 
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22 
of creation : they have never comforted 
the afflicted: they have never tasted 


the sweets of that intercourse where 
«thought meets thought; * or they 


would turn with disgust from the pur- 


suit of frivolous and soul-consuming 


pleasures | 


] recolle&, my friend, that your re- 
giment was lately stationed in this 
neighbourhood, and that you have 
several acquaintance among the mili- 


tary who are now here; therefore I en- 


deavour to render myself pleasing to 
them, and to decorate my person with 
elegant simplicity. I flatter myself 
that you do not attach much value to 
exterior beauty; but it is always de- 


licious to hear the praises of those we 


love! The most insignificant person, 
whose opinion is thus gratifying to our 


| feelings,” assumes 4 aa Wp 
tance in our eyes ve. applaud» his 

. aiscernnient, and be almost claims 

| an interest in our heart. It i 18: for this. 


lie ve he is rat 
ed, * mean) and he did not come to 
our assemblies above once or twice: © © _ 


reason that I frequently dance and talk 
with a plain little Officer, who once said 
in the midst of a large company, Cap- 
tain Somerville is the most sensible, 
good. tempered, and noble hearted 
young man of my acquaintance,” T 


gave him a look of grateful approba- 
tion and an involuntary smile: but a. 
lady who gat next me, mistaking the 


expression of my countenance, whis- 


pered, “1 perceive, Miss Mapleton, 


that you are rather incredulous with 
respect to the superlative merits, of 
Captai in Somerville. Entre uus, 4 be. 
; er A coop, (hollow. head. 
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Guess, Edward, what must have 
been my emotions during this ha. 
frrangue - but, indeed, at all times I 


* tremble and blush so much when I hear 
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your name mentioned, that I am sur- 
prised I have not often betrayed my. 


secret. I never venture to ask any 


1 questions concernin g you; for I teel 
3 as if every one would be able to pene- 
trate into the recesses ofmy heart; but, 

f „ by bm vague enquir y or distant 
IJ can succeed i in making you 


gar discourse, T listen with 
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fear to inf Ju with my 
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health an 
visit: — we are as gay here in the Sum- 
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| had been urging thisr equest with great 


earnestness she concluded her argu- 
ments by | saying, © Indeed, my dear 
girl, I am fully persuaded that it will 
be of infinite service, both to your 


and spirits, to prolong your 


mer as in the Winter, and I am per- 
fectly convinced that there is no remedy | 


for hopeless love, so efficacious, as a 


quantum sufficit of dissipation. That 
it has not succeeded in your case, I am 


willing to allow; because you have not 


given it a proper trial: but if you will 


continue to take my prescription four 


or five months lon ger, depend on it you 
will acknowledge that I am a very skil- 
ful physician ; and know how to minister 
untoa mind diseased. Apropos, I heard 


last night from a gentleman who has 


lately left the town where Captain So- 
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merville e that he is in excellent Ss 
| spirits, a constant attendant at all the 
balls, and engaged in a flirtation with 
à very pretty girl.“ Rt 


At hog words Laura starfed; then 
Shook her head in token of incredulity, 
and 2 2 Montague continued; 
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* Nay, I ak repeat what I have heard; 


and when you have lived in the world 


as long as I have done, you will be 
equally aware of the mutability of the 


human heart. Do you not remember the 


observation of a celebrated French au- 
thor,* On n'a pas dans le cœur de quoi 
toujours pleurer et toujours aimer.” 


» © I can never doubt the stability of 


Edward's affect ion, interrupted Laura, 


* Rochefoucault, 
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and suffer me to bring to your recol- 
lection another maxim from the same 
author, which is more consonant to my 


own opinion; © Pabsence diminue les 


mediocres passions, et augmente les 


grandes, comme le vent eteint les bou- 


gies « et allusne le feu. * 


My dear N replied Mrs. Monta- 
gue, © it now remains 0 be proved by 


the test of absence, whether your love 


resembles a wavering flame, or a con- 


suming fire: would it not be wiser to 


extinguish it altogether ?“ 


„What l' cried Laura, mournfully, 
to wander for ever in gloom and 
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my path through life?“ Better 80 
than to follow a treacherous light, 


an ignis fatuus that may lead You to 
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destruction, answered Mrs. Monta- 


gue:— but, my love, I meant not to 
afflict you, continued she, seeing that 
Laura could <carcely restrain her tears. 


only intended to reason with you as 
a friend, to convince you 1 what a weak- 


ness it is to indulge a romantic affection 
for Capt. Somerville, when it is impossi- 
ble you can ever be united; and when 
It is even probable that ere this time he 
is perfectly tranquil - while, on his ac. 
count, you are fruitlessly pining away, 


both health and happiness. Indeed 


(added she, in a hesitating voice) I had 
likewise some intention of pleading the 
cause of an amiable young man,—rich, 


5 sensible, elegant, — all that can be wish- 


end. ho is so much in love with you, 


tj at he is only restrained by the reserve 
of your manner from offering you his 
| heart, his hand, and great estate. 
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' Shan he asks, but dreads to to hear che fe” 
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strained to treat him with cold indiffe- 
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that you gave. undue encouragement; 
50 and would stigmatize you with the ap- 
, pellation of. coquette.“ ; Besides, my 
dear, you do not seem to recollect the 


ET that a Passion may ene, 
* and not elt. „ 
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T he conversation was now interr rupted 
| by the entrance of some visitors; and 
| Laura feeling herself unequal to the 
„ task of entertainin 8 them, was glad to 

| seize the earliest porte ol re. 
tiring into her own room. The next 
- day, alter taking an betonte fare. 
t well of her dennen Friends, a 
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bs, TEEtravellers proceeded several miles : 
þ in silence. Sir Robert was gloomy at 
the thought of returning to a dismal 
cottage 1 instead of bs. native mansion; ti 
n and he was 2 „ than she of 
* Was wit ; even to her own of 


. Montagy's invinuations 
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Do 1 not wish him to be happy? ang 
if he finds in other women the qua 


lities he loves in me, why should he not 


derive pleasure from their society? 
Alas ! I shall never experience asimilar 


consolation ! I shall never discover any 


one who resembles Edward! Is it 
really pos i ble that he can already cease 
to regret me? Ah no! it cannot be! — 
I will d'scard these tormenting, these 
unjust sus picions * 


Such were Laura's wise determina- 
tions; but it was not so easy as she ima 
gined to repress the insidious Whispers 
of jealousy, and she remained absorbed 
zn melancholy reflections till the pos- 
tilion stopped at an inn where they were 
to change horses, and Laura prevailed 
on her father to alight, and remain there 
a ſew hours before they pri 
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bomeward. He readily . with 
ber request, for he felt rather fatigued, 
and wished to take some refreshment, 


Laura's heart palpitated with un. 
wonted pleasure, for Edward's regiment 
had been quartered at a village near 
the post town during the period of 
their first acquaintance; and she felt 
a romantic desire to visit a spot where 
he had passed so many hours; and which 


would bring his image so forcibly to 
her mind. For this purpose she left 
ber father at the inn, and walked till 
sbe reached a dreary village that jutted 
out into the sea in form of a peninsula- 
It contained a few dismal habitations 
and an old castle, totally devoid of every 
picturesque beauty, but of some note in 
history, for its walls had once e e 


[ „ 


189 


2 


Il 


— 


5 1 os ” 
- * Y 75 IA "3 
4 1. , 8 , * 
x 6 5 * 4 . LK * 
> 5 "” N . 2 a v1 
uv — 2 » " 
* 


« 4 
8 


. rs echoed the, : e merrimet 25 


* 


«BE 


often pt as 


8 8 


Fa 


cover traces of her love 
that sur rounded. her: she wished to 
have remained much lon ger on a spot 
that recalled Such tender recollections, 
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n methinks on these shores I <pula linger aa ay, 
©. Regardless of winter's bleak wind : 1 5 


Bd * * amid dark prospect and wearisome . = 


5 * * is image old Vert to ß mind. * N 
A EA he has trod i in the 4 I now ready 5 ba 
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For soon he could seek the abodes of the gay, 
And could gaze with delight on the Fair. 


Ah beautiful ladies, I envy your lot! 
Ye are near him! ye hear his sweet voice ! 
He dwells on your graces, while I am forgot, 
And, while I am sad, ye rejoice ! 


But wherefore did Jealousy whisper that 2 ? 
For he values not beauty alone, [ fraught, 


Nor forgets the fond heart with pure tenderness 


That Sympathy binds to his own. ge 


And soon to the hills of the South I shall go, 
And I'll search if I cannot descry 
Where he dwells, *mid those fanes, in the vallies lows 
That glitter so bright in the sky. WE. 
For 'twill sooth my sad bosom to think he is ne car, 
Tho' I never should see him again; 
And there, while I wander, T'll check ev 77 ken 
Nor even to Echo complain. | [mine z 
Yet to think on the blessings that night have been 
- - - Ahl even now the tear starts to my eye: 
it falls, a fond tribute, on Sympathy's shrine, 
With Hope's trembling—lagt—li ngering $1gh, 
And no more will I weakly repme at my state, 
Nor cast from me the 200ds that are given 
But seek for Contentment, whatever my fate, 
And bow to the mandate of Heaven! 
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Heureuse celle qui connoissant ses ayantages sait 


letter from Edward, which 1 
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profiter de l' iv resse de] amour pour [for NET aux ver- 


Tus le ur de son amant! Elle se lie a lui par une 


chaine immortelle et sacrẽe; elle peut jetter sans crainte 
les yeux sur Pavenir, si Pamant a disparu elle y verra 
du moins un ami fidele et reconnoissant.“ 
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SIR Robert and his daughter arrived 


at the. cottage late in the evening, and 
the latter had the pleasure to find a 


bad been 
three days previous 


left there two 


to her return. * It efleftually removed 
every doubt that lurked in her mind 


rTespecting the diminution of his at- 


tachment: but it was written with an 
affectation of gaiety, and in a style so 
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per pier and incoherent, that she felt 


Edward's gaiety seemed of that spe- 


cies which is often counterfeited, to 
3 2 | +. | | » | a 

conceal internal anguish; or like con- 

vulsive laughter during a paroxysm of 


pain. He told her that he had been at 
Several very crowded assemblies, and 
that he could no longer exist without 
society, for that reflection and solitude 
were become insupportable to him. | 


Laura perceived with affright that 
he was plunging into the vortex of dis- 
Sipation, to suppress the agonies of 
thought; not 9 lat 


"at; the cup of 
pleasure contains no -ffidote against 


mental suffering, unless quaffed to the 


very dregs, till it imbrutes all the finer 


faculties of the soul. She w ished to 
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de him of this important truth; 
but she thought it would be presump- 
tion to speak the language of monition 
to one whose intellect was $0 much 
more highly cultivated than her own; 
however, ſeeling, at the same time, 
that should Edward deviate from the 
paths of morality, he would be led 
astray by an hopeless passion that her- 
self had raised and cherished, she 
banished all her scruples, and wrote 
to him as follows: 


: Congratulate me, my {riend, for 
Jam once more at the cottage, and 
shall no longer be obliged to weary 
myself in society, and to wear asmiling 
countenance Wich an aching heart! 
Your letter was the firs: object that 


met my eyes when L entered my apart- 
ment :—guess if it received an affec- 
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| tiondte welcowe Alas! after. I had ; 


have ee 


. SN 


ing the precious testi wonies of your 4 
tinguish those tFacews of intellectual * 4 
me into tears. The letter that It. len £ 2 
% held in my hand contained nothing but 


nation, an the * deductions of o — 


most exalted of human bein 8551 should 
indeed be wretched 5 Awake, then, 1 . a 


tenderness which haveso often charmed 
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perused it, it 5 Kues to Le 49; oy 


TE den on receiv- 


meer able to dis- 


affection. I was no 
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perfection, those eloquent effusions of 


- wir 


the rhapsody of an overheated imagi- © we — ol 


Phistry. 
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Oh Edward if ever Ishould cease * - 
Ws | think you the most amiable, the 
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con jure you by the name of our rs | 
from the dan gerous lethargy that seems 
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to spread itself over” our reason; | 
. m e e fatal illuslons that would be- 


from zorro ad 10 | a 'Sachts of plea- 
sure: for though aleasure may intoxi- 
_ We awhile, yet it soon loses its obli- 
. 1 vlating power, enervates every faculty, 
8 * and leaves the unhappy sufferer an ir- 
. 5 % resisting prey to lan guor and despond- 
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+ - „Ah! (wy friend, i is it popaile that 
, 15 #2 © apo love can wound the bos 
With. 1-pangs half so seyere as those in- in; 
x flicted by the stings of self reproach *. an 
* nh and if yo I deviate from the „right on- al 
* 2 ird“ path of morality; if you wilfully 
= 8 — ud that wight emanation of the 
| bs va b b glows within your breast, kr 


Arraign his dispensa- ne 
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tions: will not the“ still small voice a 
of Conscience rise up against you ? 


„Alas, I read with regret and dismay 
that you are become a“ votary of 
pleasure, and that you“ curse your 


existence.“ Ah! incur not the fabled 


punishment of Tantalus !—seek not to 


grasp the alluring goblet of pleasure, 


for it will vanish in your attempt to 
selze it, and doom you to unquenchable 


thirst But from the cup of life turn 
not away with disgust; for the bitter 


ingredients thatit contains are salutary, 
and it is only rendered nauseous * the 
dregs of vice. 


0 Egeard: I know your heart = 
know that you can never find happi- 
ness in mere selfish gratifications, * 


[45] 


* in pursuits beneath the dignity of your 


nature; but O! you possess knowledge, 


accomplishments, genius what re- 
sources against despair for in the niee 
investigations of philosophy, in works 
of taste, in 
imagination, This soul may frequently 


abstract itself from the contemplation 
of its sorrows: then arouse, my friend, 
its latent energy, lest by inaction it 
should lose its powers of expansion! 
Aim at perfection in some noble 
science! Study the legislation and 
interests of your country Explore 
the page of history! 


« Go, soar with Newton to th e sphere, A 


and you will no lon ger find it necessary 


to blunt your sensibility by a constant 
intercourse with the gay licentious 


crowd.“ 


the exercise of a strong 
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2 7 my 1 We do you not 

5 cherish the noble ambition to become 

8 the benefator of. mankind ?—to en roll 

5 Jour name in the records of fame * ith 8 

the names of a Robertson, a Bowles, a . 

hs Ferguzson, a Paley : the bictortans, » 
poets, and moralists w ho will be blessed 

5 in future ages |—You have knowledge 

1 and genius to justify the glorious am- 

1 bition; and O! with what ecstacy 1 

le should see you crowned with the wreath 

4 of fame! Perhaps you may modestly 

os exclaim, „that I indulge the visions 


of a romantic girl, who from the store- 
house of fancy bedecks the «God of her 
; _ idolatry” with ever attribute of per- 

feclion . RI But at least, my frieng, 
- suffer ie to. recomme! "4 


d one antidote 
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8 which draws down 6 the blessiny g of him Co 
1 Vvhb⁰ was ready to perish, and maketh, un 
* widow” « heart. ito leap for 3 Joy. * 5 1 


% 4 
S 7 * 


: * . * ; ; 
a * 7 p - . SaaS TM" 
= FI 1 ö „ * © 
s 2 Sw be 1 © _— . FOES r 
oF; 


i 


* . * e 7 * 8 2 * 


* 


* bon "Ah: ö Eduard, if it were in x your 
wer to raise a smile on the pallid 
en of affliction, would it not convey 5 
a sweeter solace to your heart than the 
" die that dimples round the lips of 
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beauty; than all those . flashes of mer- 
riment that, are wont to set the table 
in a roar ?“ — Ves! my imagination 


absolutely refuses to associate you with 
the frivolous votaries of dissipation. 
* "I-know that: your, soul was formed to. 
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e + 5 > Friend ship and 1888 bis carl ge e guestg, % receiye him 
* 8 3 2 With honest welcome, and with smile serene. : 
„ „„ "5a ZꝙitIi „ 
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9 wy Ah! happy swain, such bliss to me e denying: = 
, N tune thy lot with. envy bids me view N 


"In the course ofa few days Laura: re. 
een. a . 2 the r | 


0 her MY 4 Tes aer th monty 
WE not. ing wake! N al, occurred to interrupt 
1 bl fy © the current that. tender melancholy, 
hich she ratherindulged than checked; 
5 # for she felt with Ossian, that Fs there is 
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At the return of Spring a sensation 
of pleasure began to revive in her heart. 
The woods were now decked. with in- 
numerable tints of early green; prim- 
roses and violets enamelled every bank, 
while their soft perfumes floated on 
the breeze, and nightingales began to ; 


Laura could not ramble amid scenes 


like these, without experiencing some- 
what of that pure spontaneous felicity. 
which the charms of Nature are wont 
to communicate to every feeeling heart. 


It was the beginning of May, and 
one fine evening, allured by the beauties 
that sur rounded ler, she wandered 
through the wood till she came to a 
meadow fertilized by little streams, 
issuing from a broad winding river, 
that was em ployed for the purposes of 


trill forth the sweetest of all melodies, SW. 


02 


inland navigaticng, and, aftera Wangen 

ing course of some miles, advanced even 
to the walls of Hinton, the town where 
Edward had been constrained to take 


up his abode. Laura felt a kind of ro. 
mantic pleasure as she walked along 


the chalky path- way. Ah!' thought 
she, © the eyes of my beloved are often 
fixed on this river; little does he ima - 
gine that J am at this moment wander. 


ing on its banks!” 


As she proceeded onward, rapt in 
meditations like these, she was $ud- 
denly startled by the exclamation of 
It is indeed Miss Mapleton !? Her 
mind was so engrossed by the idea of 
Edward, that she fancied it was his 
'voice, and on looking up felt quite 


disappointed on perceiving that it was | 
only his servant, honest Harry: how- 


TX 
ever, with a benevolent ile she ad. 
vanced to meet him; and enquired © by 
what accident she had the pleasure of 
seeing him in such an unirequanted' 
path? 


Not by any accident, thank God! 
replied Harry, © though to be sure it's 

always safer to trust to my own ten toes 
than to master's runaway nags. So I 
said to him this morning, says I, In- 
deed, Sir, I begin to feel, desperate 
home-sick and so, if you please, 11 
make up a little bundle of my clean 
shirt and sunday coat, and swing it 

over my shoulders, knapsack-fashion; 
and so when mess is over I'll make a 
quick march to Woodleigh, by the side 
of the barge river; and I'll take up my 
quarters with Lucy, and father and 
mother, for a few days, as lon 8 as your 
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Honour can spare me. And so, my 
master answered and said to me, says 
he, «« Harry, you are a lucky fellow ! 
go and be happy! - and then he fetch. 
ed a deep sigh. To be sure that's nei. 


ther here nor there; but I remember 
the time when he always used to smile b 
when he gave meleave to take my plea- 4 
- Sure a sundays and holidays: but for | 
my part, I can't think what's come to | 
him of late, for be never smiles now; 
and yet somehow or other he oftener a 
than ever breaks out into a loud laugh, La 
when he's with the other officers, and 11 
all about nothing at all: for I hears . ct 


their jokes when I waits at the mess, 0 
and l'm sure there an't a bit of fun m 1 
them. And then when he comes home at 5 
er he . 80 doleful, and oy $0, 


. 
0 „Ab! Miss Laura, continued; Harry,” 


wth an arch smile, 6. Vn 
A very e 

for all vou looks 80 good temp red 
and for certain sure you have: got the 


3 faithfullest Sweetheart i in all thi 
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and all covered with gold and silver, 


and earbobs and necklaces, and such 
like. To be sure at first, master 


N to dance with em, an 


and suppers, and them | 


_ now'and then come home half. seas over: 
but even then he thought E r you, 
1 1 % c 2 "4 i | 


Pp 


alraid vou be 5 
wel, hard-heaxted: young lady 27 


2 round. Af. you did but see bon all 
the fine ladies quite runs after him, as a 
body may say; and then they: are all so 
handsome, with large shining eyes, and 
rosy cheeks, and coal. black curling hair; 


Fa 


couldn't be 80 unp'lite 25 to refuse for 
nd to talk to em, s | 
and 80 forth; and he used to goto balls 5 3 
there! sort of 
8 80% - things; and, to own the truth, he did 
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SES 8 56. * 
lis Laura, for. I have heard him mut. 
ter out your name, and very often he 
put his hand to his forehead, and Walk. 
ed up and down the room, miscalling 


himself a brute, and such like: but 15 


within these two or three months he 


spends his time in quite another guess 
manner; be shuts himself up in his own 


room all the morning; and i in an even- 


in g he takes a lonely walk, or perhaps 
Py ride; for all of a sudden he pretends 


to be very fond of fishin g; and he takes 
his horse, and leaves it at a village, 
some u ay lower down on the banks of 
this river; and he then goes to angle 12 
for trout; but T m sure he has terrible . 


bad sport, and I believe i in my conscĩ- 
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he only; makes it an excuse 
1 get away from people he don't care x 
for. He meant to ride out this even · | 
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in g. and de 0 an't far off at "this 


you min ute“ N | 

St ed bo firot pause that OC 1 
curred in Har ry's valuable and interest- 5 . 
ing haran gue, to enquire * if he had- not ix 
I her a letter ? „ + N 

0 yes! ma am! 15 . ” replied N. c Here % 
it is; and "what 4 fool I must be, to 9 
stand prating here at such a rate with- b 
out thinking to give it you; and I'm 1 
sure it does one 8 heart and soul good 5 * 
to receive a letter from any body One '» a” | 
loves! Lucy writes t. to me. God bless 8 1 
her! every) time farmer Harney's $ team ; 4 


comes to Hinton with corn —0 how | 5 
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happy I shall be to see her sbe won't 
expect me; and Pll go in at the little 
wicket. at the bottom of the. garden. 
F ather won't be come home; mother 
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1 in be dene x vey; and my 5 


dear, dear wife will be spinning at the 
coltage door. ? Then Il creep up, 
and she won't see me 


till 1 throw my arms round her neck, 


* and almost stifle her with dises. 


* 4 
pals, * ks g 1 


| Hire was 80 e togexecute this 


: 5 delightful project, that he even forgot 


to take his leave of Miss Mapleton, and 


— 


* ings! but in order to check affli6 1 
comparisons, she þastily perused her 
„ letter, and no longer felt herself un⸗ 


ran off through the meadow, till he was 
quite Ju of si ght. Laura followed him 
> with, her eyes, and was almost tempted 4 
to exclaim, 0 0 how 1 envy | him his feel. 


yappy. © Tbe beauty of the landscape; 


6 * the zcphyrs khat, sporting around, 
fe: dispersed at intervals the wild odour 5 
of cowslips and white thorn; the lowin g 

« of SUN Here? the CUT guns of the 


192 
waters all soothed her mind to pensive 
pleasure; but most those artless testi- 
monies of her lover's affection that she 
had just received from Harry. 


The idea so 25 suggested, that 
Edward might even at that moment be 


wandering in the same path, was suffi- 
cient to raise the enthusiasm of her 
fancy; and seating herself on the bank, 
she gazed awhile intently on the river, 


then pourtrayed her reveries in the 


n lines. 


1 


The setting sun still lingers in the mead, 

And gilds the landscape with his parting beam; 3 
Von lowing heifers © ruminating* feed, 

And gentle breezes curl the winding stream; 


Along whose banks, with lingering steps, Tlove - 
To wander, musing, at the close of day. 

And now perchance my Edward here may rove, 
To snare with wily skill the finny prey. 


In fancy I behold him pensive bend, | 
Beside the river where tall woods are ny 
| C 4 
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And o'er the glassy surface wide extend 
Their soft reflected tints of early green. 
The treach'rous angle quivers in his hand, 
But little does the wonted sport delight; 
And oft © he gazes vacant' on the land, 
And oft the starting tear bedims his sight. 
Ah! at this moment does he think on me ? 
Does he in silent solitude deplore 


That unrelenting, that severe decree, 


Which harshly told us we should meet no more? 1 
Fes! Fancy brings his image to my view, : 

As when indignant Fortune bade us part: 7 

Still paints him virtuous, noble, tender, true, i 


Just as he look'd when first he won my heart. _— = 
Alas! to think how very short a space 
Divides us now we both may stray 
Along this river, —-and I now may trace 


His wandering footsteps on the chalky way. : of 
Mournful I gaze upon the ripling tide, | IE 
And, lost in anguish'd thought, I senseless ory, 5 H 
12 envy thee, O stream! for thou wilt glide, | x M 
And meet the glances of my Edward's eye. | & 


Should he upon thy mossy bank recline, 
Sweet winding river! murmur in his ear 

These vows sincere, these tender sighs of mine, 
And tell him thou art franght with many a tear; 


Tell bim, that tho' we must for ever part, * WY 
© Thro' time and space his image will endure z 2 11 


s And still be cherish'd at my faithful heart; age 
For, like thy stream, my love is deep and pue.” lo 
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gens à quid pense sduvent. =. W ren. | 
dre fait une obscurite qui blesse 1 imagination.” Oy: 
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Ar the expiration of a week, %h 
Harry called to take 


Miss Mapleton, sbe entrusted hi him with” 3 
the following letter for his master: 
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: 'Þ ceize every opportunity! of repeating. ; 
g ies truths, which you have already 
11 3 heard athousand and a thousand times. 
1 4 do not fear that you should complain 
f th of my tautology; and while I seem as 
þ ir 1 were talkin g toyou, I almost forget 
our mutual affliction. Then, after ns 
dase dispatched my letter, Lealculate 
5 . the time at which you will: Teceive it, ; 
70 NO the time artives, l. $ecretly f 
i exclaim At this moment Edward is 
| in! - thinking” of me! th Do not smile —for 
Et Den well know that the merest trifles 
1 become matters of infinite importance, | 
A ff hen the heart is deeply interested — 
? Yes, indeed, you say truly that 4 ab- 
F ence increases a strong passion. —1 
did not think of you with such ineffable 
| tenderness while 4 was with you, as | 
| N have since done, when in silence and | 


own heart, and contemplated | 


— wat Ares 5 


= solitude I have communed with my 
4 your 


C67. 


image decked i in all those amiable qua- 


 lities which so irresistibly attracted my 


admiration and my love. 


Perhaps my fancy has since added 


embellishments of her own, for perfec- 
tion is not the lot of mortality: but 


your portrait, thus heightened in its 
colouring by the touches of Fancy, 


precious for its intrinsic value, and 


mellowed by the hand of Time, is viewed 
„in my mind's eyes” with emotions 
even more tender than those Which the 


original was wont to excite, —And yet, 
my friend, there are moments when the 
contemplation ceases to charm !—when 


feel sensations that border on de- 


s pair.“ 


To know that you are $0 ncar me; 


to breathe the same air;—to be sepa- 
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rated only by a few hills and vallies, 
and yet to have no more hope of seeing 


you than if whole oceans rolled between 


us—O! it inflits a pang like the thought 
of eternal separation And shall I ne. 


ver again listen to the tender modula- 


tions of your voice ? those soſt tremu. 


lous tones that have vibrated i in an in- 
stant through all my nerves Shall! 


never more enjoy that expressive si- 


lence when © the soul speaks, though 


the tongue is mute?” As soon as I came 


to that part of your letter which con- 
tains the account of your nocturnal ex. 
pedition to-the cottage, and your dis-. 
appointment at not. perceivin g a glim- 


mering of light through my casement, 
I could not avoid Shedding tears, I 
believe it was fortunate that I happened 


at that time to be from home. I might 
have discerned your figure among the 


2 23 


ey 


1C 
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trees !—T should have talked' to you a 
few minutes from the casement, and 
probably we should have been disco- 


vered. 


— 


My Edward, I beg you not to re- 


peat your visits !—I should hazard too 


much; and I have such an aversion from 


every appearance of deceit, that it is 
utterly repugnant to my feelings to 
grant you a clandestine interview. Let 


us both beware of taking one step in a 


8 that may lead to repentance. 


FTis better to endure the in N we have 


than fly to others that we know not of!“ 


Perhaps you may here exclaim, What 
worse evil can befall us than to live for 
ever separated from each other ?” Ah, 


my friend! we should both be still more 
wretched, if we were to lose that aerial 
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tenderness, that exaltation of sentiment 
which dignifies our love if you were 


only to behold in your Laura a poor 


fond girl, who could condescend to veil 
her deeds in mystery, who could violate a 
sacred promise, and cowardly refuse to 
| preserve the author of her being from 
disgrace and misery. 


Heaven knows I am far from pos- 
sessing that stoieism of which you have 


accused me! There are moments when 


a thought, a sound, the most distant al- 
lusion to former days, will bedim my 


eyes with those tears that bitter from 


the fount of memory fall:ꝰ and even to 
hear by accident the name of the town 


which you inhabit causes me a painful 


emotion. 


« The cther day, when I was return- 


ing from my walk, a heavy shower of 


. 
"E's 


rain obliged me to take shelter under 


a large chesnut tree: it instantly re- 
minded me of that ever memorable 


tree which bears the testimony of your 


aflection, and I remained fixed to the 
spot, regardless of the large drops that 
pattered through the scarcely expanded 


leaves. I had not been long there be- 
fore a poor peasant, all dri pping wet, 
came to shelter himself beside me. 


60 Terrible bad weather”? muttered 


he to himself,“ and I ha' got to walk 
down the barge river to Hinton and 
back again afore night!“ Perhaps you 
will laugh when 1 tell you that I gazed 


after him with a look of envy, as he 


proceeded on his journey, 


Since I wrote to you last, I have 


made a delightful discovery. Invited 


> 
" { * 
— * * & 9 
FM. n . 8 
£ N 3 


by the beauties of "Me Spring, [ have, 
lately taken very long rambles; and 


4 


in fun splen Jo 


d zur, F wandered a consi- 
derable time through the wood, till I 
0 sdadenty perceived that J had lost my 
. and that I knew not by what path 


þ russet hue was here and th 
by golden broom, hare. bells, and other 
9 3 wild 2 
| Seemed to rest on its summit; but fa- 
tigued as T was, determined to ascend 


com manded a noble and extensive pro- 
spec, and I did not regret the weari- 
some steps 1 had taken, when Lat length 
turned and gazed around me over a vast 


5 % * 
_— 


one morning, when the sun was shining 


* home: however, I proceeded 
fit forward, and bopp foun@ my. 
3 self on a wide common, at the foot ol 
2 Steep | Hill, "covered with heath, whose | 
re enlivened 


owers:* Fhe bright blue sky 


A the abrupt acelivity, for I knew that it 


ref 


he; 
the 


of 

wit 
eye 
tha 
Ah 
ant 


e 
extent of country: - green . meadows, 
meandering rivers, spreading woods, 
white cottages,all glittering in the noon- 


beams. A dark cloud loured behind 


the distant perspective, and the sun 
shone forth with such brightness that 
the most remote objects were easily 
distinguishable. I anxiously threw my 
eyes around to see if I could discover 
any traces of the spot where you dwell; 
and I soon descried the tall Spire of 


Hinton church, on which the sun was 


reflected with unusual brightness. My 


heart recognized it as if I had beheld 


the countenance of a friend. I thought 
of you!—the thought was mingle@ 
with rapture; yet tears came into my 
eyes, and I hastily wiped them away, 


that they might not obscure my sight. 
Ah! what would I have given to have 


annihilated the space that separated 
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[70 9 
us !—how I longed for the wings of 
vet 


Since that morning, it is become 
one of my greatest pleasures to climb 
to the summit of this hill: the air that 
I there breathe seems to revive me, and 
while F gaze around, I forget for a time 
all that I have suffered, and am «till 
_ doomed to suffer. During one of these 
rare moments of tranquility, I endea- 
voured to pourtray my feelings in the 
following sonnet, with which I will now 
_ conclude this long letter. 
gh LAURA. 


Often I climb, with weary steps and slow, 
Yon rugged steep; and then I bend my way 
Along the heath, while all the vale below 
Beams with the lustre of meridian day: 
Woods, rivers, lawns, and distant hills look gay, 
Around my feet the purple heath flow'rs grow, 
The sky- lark carrols forth a cheering lay, 
And on my cheek the balmy zephyrs blow; 
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| Ofer © sober certainty” and blank despair ! 
Then cry with secret rapture, © us 7s there?” 
war 


Hope, for a moment, animates my eye; 


And in the distant scene, with anx 


I trace a fane that glitters 


Ak | then awhile my heart forgets to sign 
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«I cannot speak my blizs! * ts in my bead, 
T1 in my heart, pd en all * fancy.” 
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Ina few days. Laura received a letter N 
from Edward, but she opened it with 
unusual perturbation, for it appeared 
as jf it had been folded up in the great. 


est haste, and the superseription was 


scarcely legible. Her eye glanced 


© eagerly over the first words, and with 


aeg delight obe read as follows : : 


«Joy ! 15 . joy . | 


my adored: Laura, we shall at len gth be 
happy enen has taken Pity on our 


* 


OE 

sorrows !—How shall I ever gain suffi- 
cient composure to tell you of the feli - 
city that awaits us !—my senses are 
quite bewildered! —At one moment F.. 
could weep like a. child: at another 1 
walk, I run, I sing, 1 laugh, and am 
verily intoxicated» with excess Wy ples. 
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Is it really aibg⸗ that 1 «Hall live 
to call you mine? to look at you with 7 
fond exultation, and exclaim, “ She is 
my wile —she is mine for ever and 
ever!“ * K ws 


» 


«0 Laura, when 1 gaze on your soft 5 
blue eyes, « even to dotage” —when I 
zee the rosy tint of love mantling on 
2, Won your cheek when, for the first time 
x Wi my lite, I venture to press my lips 1 
ir Wn are: In those moments of ec· 


74) 


7 ptacy it willnot be your beauty but your 


3 1 

bert that 1-ghollidaljze; its ineffable „ 
tenderness and the elevation of your 5 

: . will ieee the excess of my ado. * 
$a 


* Ah! my best blows; you Ange 
not the agonies I have endured since we 
parted |—yet durin g our last interview 

you witnessed the frantic tumults of my 
passion: you pitied me! —Tears started 
into your eyes, but you felt not like me 
the terrible tortures of despair. Ah 
how changed are my present sensa- 


. Fi . 
tions? | SW. 
Rejoice with me!—rejoice with mei 

Z YolynelfBomerviliegrill no longer pre en 
sume to fetter your affections! I an i 
now rich—T possess a large estate and que 
0 (rapture Is in the thought!) I Shal rea 


ur 
ble 
ur 
Jo. 
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raise the beloved of my soul to her for- 


mer rank in life! She loved me in sor- 


row and poverty, and all the treasures 
of Peru would not be so precious to me 


as one tear that she has shed for my 
sake.“ . 5 put 


A distant relation of mine, who 
lately died at Jamaica, has named me 
his sole heir. I have just received a let- 
ter from his executors, who order me 
to embark immediately, to take posses- 
sion of my property. O Laura! my 
adored Laura! a few short months will 


swiftly pass away, and the- 


« ] fear I have written a very incohe. 


rent letter: but you will understand 


it the language of happiness is all elo- 
quent. Ah! my beloved, when you 
read these lines, will your heart throb 


7 


with unutterable rapture as mine does 


at this moment ?—will the crimson tide. 


of joy rush into your cheeks?—will 


every nerve tremble with ecstacy ?— 


No !—you have never loved, even to 


madness, as I have done !—you have 


never felt the delirium of pas31on !— 


you know nothing of the ineffable sen- 
sations [ experienced during that 


eventful evening, when you sunk, 
o'erwhelm'd with terror, into my 


arms; like a child who seeks to hide its 
cherub face on the bosom of its nurse.— 
Yes! your love for me is pure as the 


smiles of cradled infancy ! O you are 
all virtue, all beauty, all perfection !— 


But why dolthus exhale my feelings in 


words—mere words—that are always 
too weak to paint excess of joy? Why, 
my own Laura, am I not already at 


your feet ? Why do I not hasten to 


VOL. 


EN 


press you to my bosom, and to con- 
vince you by looks of unutterable af. 
fection, and incoherent sounds of rap- 
ture, that your Edward has a soul that 
can duly estimate the blessings that 
await him.“ 
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From incpherent words and sighs, 
Such wond'rous transports break, 
Far more than honied Eloquence, : 
With all her tongues, can speak: 85 
And now with strong inquiring look, Fe 
They search each other's eye, 923 
* at they see be true, 
And doubt the real joy.* OR. 
. | | | IR 
5:0 * nue 
T HOSE only who have felt the ex. bin 
| tremes of love, despair, and joy, can I mic 
] Picture to themselves the emotions of Vit 
* L.zura, while she perused this letter. her 


Happiness had been so long a stranger and 
to her heart, that she almost faĩnted at 
the violent transition of her feelings. ter 


bdbhbe attempted to reach a chair at the] 
opposite side of the room; but $he 4 
tion 


trembled so much that she was obliged 
to lean for su pport . the frame of | 
the D easement. * 
* 


16; a few minutes the air revived her 
to the delicious, unwonted conscious- 
ness of felicity; andshe unfastened the 
door that led into the garden, that she 
might convey the Joyful tidings to her 
father. He was not there; and she conti · 
nued her walk in the hope of meeting 
him, till she found herself almost in the 
middle of the wood. She proceeded 
with hasty steps, but perceiving that 
her search was fruitless, she turned, 
and walked slowly home ward, with her 
eyes intently fixed on the precious let- 


ter that she still held i in her band. 


| Abet Bed in delightful — 
tion, she did not observe that any one 
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5 "Yep Yours again, a akte such a log ab- 


* 17 — 


; 55 ad caus 80 . * It 6 thor ated 80 Meng on 
2% her nerves, that she instantly burst 
: forth into a loud hysterical laugh; then 
5 sopbed violently, ang endeavoured to 
, dus could not artipalate a word. 
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* een ne and 1 sup- 
ported ber to A. kind of rustic bench, 
formed from the fantastic roots. of an 
old oak; then hastily untying the rib- 
don that confined her straw hat, he 
gazed on her for some moments without 
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bad ceased to weep, but cars ail 
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with a-smile of Fucifible & ten 6 Rr nes 5 1 
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fixed them on her lover; until per. | 
ceiving the ardent and Tapturous ex · 
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h to his hea 5 


© loved let me he: 
b. voice; could ali Ci 
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Laure gently - disengaging bersel 
. Word his arms, exclaimed, in a tremu- 
4 a lous Teig, * my Edward, how often 


> 9 | 


have I sighed for such a moment as 
"this! I thought. I should never have 
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Piness quite overpowers me ! O! I have 
a thousand things to say to youg—but 


1 PE them all? 
» 7 : 


ward. 221 did not tell you, that ! Was 
. coming to the e 1 wished 
* = | surprise 7 u. But the pale ness of 

5 "Four eountenance repr oaches me 

oe ON + 05 how interestin 8 to me is the lan- 
Fer  Evox'of your appearance: I feared that 
= vou had suffered much; but you did 
* 1 not tell me that Four health was in- 
e Jurcar cbs ns £4” | 


seen you again! This unexpected hap» - 


* 1 — that you were readin g my 
Nan when. I' met you,” replied Ed. 
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[880 
* I did not wish to affli you, inter- 
rupted Laura; besides, my illness 
was very gradual; and as I despaired 


of a cure, I never complained, though 


the canker-worm preyed on my heart, 


and stole the colour from my cheek, 
But away with these gloomy retro. - 


Pects!“ continued she, smiling“ 


am happy—O how happy at this mo- 
ment land have you not told me, that 
when a few short months are over, we 
shall meet again, and never more be 
separated? 


„es! we will live and die together,“ 
replied Edward, in a tone of rapture, 


c and the instant that I return from 


Jamaica I will fly to the cottage, 


and our friend the curate shall unite 
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8 * And my father Shall live with us?“ 


o 


a Yes and 1 will pay off the mort 
gages, and we will inhabit] the family 
mansion, replied Edward. I am 


= now in my road to Portsmouth,” con- 


: 
| ok * tinued he: 1 may probably embark 
4 the day after to-morrow, and in less 5 
| = SR | £. C 
1 than six months” » of 
" 1 5 | 


* Alas!” interrupted Laura, casting 
1 her eyes to the ground, you are going 
along voyage. I cannot bear to think . 


. 
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that seas must roll between us! Those 


detested West India islands that 1 
» | | ä | yi 


fatal fever 


Here her vode became inarticulate. 
A tear fell on Edward's hand, and 
trom they ce penetrated to > his soul. 
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: C Ah! my beloved Þ: « 3 
derly; * C do not embitter t 
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moments of hope and hi dings I. 
Look n me—smile on me, that your * 7 2 
image may console me during t hd "TA ; 
wearisome hours that 1 mus 


absent from Jou!“ 
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01 let me pech again those ecstatie 


Verde 95 . 1 love you!” * 
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— * mild at the cares of 
and arose from her seat. 


ff he, evening air is rather damp, ob- 
served une, © and 1 wish to return 
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tenance, till she suddenly stopped by 


Kr" the side of 8 little rivület. Look at 


3 this stream ü cried she Do you not 


| 

| scribed it to you lt, is here that [ 
| r have passed 0 many melancholy 
| | * i* * bours: it is here that I haye read over 


. 9» 


9 all Four le ters: : it is here that, ] have 


818 lover; t Laura was ente Wig 4 ; 
PLS F be walked on with a discontented coun- 


. remember, Edward, that 1 once de- 


Led? Ama Aa ta 


of 


it. 


(7 


often washed away the traces of my 


tears: and it is here, Nontinued She, 
with an arch smile, that I joyfully 


comply with your request, and once 


more exclaim,” * Edward, 1 love you! * 


Utterly unable to restrain his æmo- 
tions at this delightful avowal, Edward 
seized her hand, drew her close to 
his palpitating heart, and snatched a 
hasty kiss from her rosy lips. It was 
the first kiss that Love had ever im- 
printed there; and Laura disengaged 
herself from his embrace in the greatest 
confusion, although she did not affect 


to chide. Hand in hand they con- 


tinued to walk on in silence; (for at 
such moments how insipid is all lan- 


guage!) and when they opened the 
garden wicket, they perceived Sir 


Robert advancing towards them, He 
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appeared in high Spirits, and was not 5 


at all surprised at meeting them to. 
gether, for he had heard the Joyful 
news from Harry, whom he had just 


quitted in the village, © right glad at his 


master's good fortune, but mortal 


sorry to leave LAY to go into foreign 
| parts.“ A 


As soon as they reached the glass 


door that opened into the cottage, Ed- 
ward Stopped; and, as if summoning 


up all his; resolution to ward off the 
Pain of parting, hastily exclaimed— 


©] cannot enter—I must be at-Ports- 


: mouth to-morrow morning, and I «ce 
that my horse is already at the gate.“ 


1 am sorry, replied Sir Robert, 


that you cannot stay longer. 1 have 


a thousand questions to ask: but as I 
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to bless my poor Laura! She has been 
a good daughter, and she deserves to 
be a happy wife! — He then joined their 


hands, and exclaimed, Heaven pro- 


sper you together }' 


Edward took a ring from his finger, 
say ing, in hurried accents, Wear this, 
my only love, and do not take it off till 
my return. Whenever you feel deject- 
ed, look at it, and anticipate the Joyful 

zoment that will re- unite us. 


At the conclusion of these words he 
suddenly let fall her hand, 505 ftly dart. 
ed round the corner of the house 
never once ventured to look back, but 


\ 


dee you are so very impatient to be gone 
Iwill not detain you. Farewell, then! 
God grant that you may soon return 
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mounted his horse, and gallopped off at 
full speed. 


5 Laura could with difficulty restrain 

ber tears; but when the agitation of 
parting had a little subsided, she enter- 
ed the cottage with a heart that beat 
high with delight: and continued con- 
versing with her father, till a late hour, 

on the bright prospects that now open- 
ed to their view, 5 
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© Oh! felice 122 — | 
Chi ti siegue Dio d' Amor 

Infelice sfortunato EE bs. 25 
Chi ti fugge — timor!? * 
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TTis sometimes Said that perfect hap- 1 


pines i is never known on earth: but 


surely those who have loved, des pair- 
| ed, then suddenly attained the sum. 
mit of their wishes, will say that the 
assertion is untrue: and probably, if 
they were permitted to rescue from the 


gulph of Time the hours that had af. 


forded them the most exquisite de. 
light, they would prefer that precious 
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Laura was none om upletely ha ppy : 2 

she doubted not but that her lover 

7 would speedilyy return, and she did ; 

8 "| uffer her imagination to dwell on : 
- | the i He ulties and dan gers that might 

at 4 5 . , probably await him 1 in a foreign coun- 

1 * try, and itt an u tble climate, of 25 
: >; She was naturally of a cliterful serene tk 
A > E. rie. and prone to view obje | un. N 

8 der kheir most ägreeable aspect. She th 

5 2 1 assed several weeks without hearing ; - 
RE Edward; but she knew that his 1 
dee was uhavoidable, therefore it for 

$ did not alarm her; and she amused her. ; me 
rat. 


Selk! in planning schemes that were to 


N | 
die realized on his return. Laura did tha 
exc 
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every thing she possessed to her lover; 


for she had heretofore proved to him 
that she loved him only for himself. 
She had nothing further to apprehend 
nel Somerville: Edward 
would soon be enabled to Cancel her 
father's debts, and then She would be 
at perfect lidert77. 


The more she reflected on her past 
conduct, the more was she rejoiced 


that she had never swerved from the 
path of duty. She was now certain 


that she possessed the perfect esteem 
of Edward, which, by the slightest de- 
viation from propriety, she might have 


forfeited for ever: —and is it not far 
more delicious to exult in the admi- 


ration, the. tender respect of a lover, 
than to listen to the most passionate 
exclamations, the most languishing 


9 — — — ä 0 af « . = - 
— _ - — 2 _ : = > A - — . : 
a 4 af - » - — — * - x S AA 
= ; ME IE th © RIF = — x hn Ez = Ee CI RE —— —ů— 
3 r A BE OE ci, EF — 3 A 3 — - 7 
— ——— wt — : 


* 
2 TS Crs S. * 7 8 . - v 8 
1 4 — — - 4; ** 8 KL ” — ee; ie . = : * Wet. CES, Tat ge ge” 2 if. * 2 
: Se. Vn a > 2 1 CCC en 22 ; = WF 
Bo — — — — 66G. <W . 1 = —4 as 2 - . 3 2 1 = Ie: = 
_— 2 DAME. >. A — 2 * vg Þ 5 — 
... A IT SIDE 25257 » * . Zh SOR 


8. 
P 


15 * 
— 


er 


odour, that, when not repressed, soon 
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sighs, that were ever poured W at 


the feet of yielding beauty ?—Love, 
without esteem, is like a precious 


« palls on the sense, 1 s its pure 
etherial spirit, and leaves nothing be. 
hind it but particles gross and earthy, 


V | 
Laura prosecuted her studies with 


all the enthusiasm of that tender 
emotion which incites to the attain- 


ment of every perfection. When she 
was sketching the beautiful scenery 


around her, the image of Edward no 


longer had bedimmed her eyes with 


tears; on the contrary, it seemed to guide 
her pencil. When she played on her 
harp, she no longer selected the most 
simple airs, but taught her fingers to 
wander through all the most difficult 


mazes of harmony. Sometimes, as it 


ns ae sbe would draw from 
it the aweetest sounds of her own com- 
bination and one morning, after a 
Uttle reflection, she struck the chords, _ . 
nc sung the following Vids: 3 


by * 


| Auake, my E £ 0 
be ©" No longer breathe à pensive strain; 
* Be, ke m ul, pattun'd to pleasure, ; 
1 And never r L n again . 
Awake, my Harp, some joyful measure! 
| hs was LOVE that taught thy strings to move; 
And LovE now fills my soul with pleasure - 
. _ hen hymn the charms of Love! 


> 0 Lovz 1 some call thy müsings folly, 

Some call thee cruel, base, and blind; 

8 IF? But thou, methinks, art pure and holy, 
Exalted, raisd, refin'd! 5 


* And some there are who can en 

7 The raptures of thy ardent flame; 

And some poor maidens gtart and 8 
If they but hear thy name. . 


t Ah! the: thy charms, were all ieh, 
Such dear deceits I still would seek! . 

Thy mantling blusb, thy soft e , : : 755 
Thy looks that more than Spex. 

f Thou know'st, O Lo vs! how] I have plest his 
Ho oft for thee my heart hath beat, . 

How oft 1 in sorrow I've carest thee,” _ Penn 
2 thought * ae sweet! 
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„ Devroit haire ce qui la blesse, e 
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WEEK after week ie”, 
* Laura did not receive any intelligence 
from ow ard: however, she consoled 
” the e arr ival of .. 


WY * 


, for when the 


RW is en e by 


+. 


ocenpaſior hours» and 


ir Robert,” who possessed no such * 
resource against impatience, began to 1 
| | 
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once enquired the name of his relation; | 
. ner how it es that the 1 rope rty 
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be very anxious to hear a few more par. 


ticulars concernin g the West India 
estate. o be sure, thought he, it 
is almost fruitless to talk about money 


matters to a man who is des perately in 
love; and yet 1 might: as well have asked 
Captain Somerville whereabouts. his 


Plantations are situated, and how many 


— hogsheads of sugar they are likely to 


produce in a year. Besides, I never 


be cha Ce. 
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Shadow. of doubt obscure the bright 


10h he. did not © communi- 2 
cate e them to his daughter; nor did a 
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prospect on which her © mind's eye” 


now rested with delight and joy. Such 


was the state of affairs at the cottage, 


when, one evenin g. Laura could scarcely 


credit the evidence of her senses, while 


she observed her father walking, in 


earnest conversation, with Colonel So. 


merville. She trembled, and a sickly 
apprehension spread itself over her 


whole frame. She had not once beheld + 


him since the fatal evening he had ex- 
torted from her that solemn promise 


which had cost so many tears, and she 
turned from the window with alarm 
and disgust. These emotions were 
most forcibly marked on her counte- 

nance, when Colonel Somerville sud- 
denly opened the door, and entered the 


room, with an embarrassed and diffi- 
dent air. 
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Can you pardon this intrusion, [ 
amiable Miss Mapleton?” exclaimed he, i 
in a hesitating voice. Can you look K 
on me without shuddering? Alas! I n 
know that I have treated you cruelly; F 
but a long fit of illness has brought me 1 
1 to a sense of my own unworthiness, 
and I am come to deprecate your angery, if 
But do not frown on me so terribly, or al 
I shall not be able to speak !—Ah! I 
| feel that J deserve your hatred—and 
1 yet I think you would pity me if ou he 
| knew Low much I have lately suffered. | to 
| Many hours of sorrow and sickness an 
| have subdued the wild impetuosity of be, 
wy passions; and when I have passed Sa) 
long sleepless nights, or been tortured on. 
with pain, I have called God to witness | ma 
that it 1 Should be restored to health, _ giv 
1 would no longer molest you, or im- loo 


hope that you will not always detest 
me !—Suffer me to share your unex. 


and forgive! and for my part I don't 


once gn 


cw) , 


reds yolir wishes. Qh! let me again 
intreat your forgiveness | Suffer me to 


peed happiness, to congratulate * 
and to love you as a sister! „ 2 8 


E 


IL. 


Fe A @ sister] cried Laura, casting 
an interfogating glace on her f 


0 Yes! yes, my love! interrupted, 
he; Colonel Somerville resigns you 
to his brother. Come, let us forget 


bear malice at all; particularly as he 
says that, on Edward's return, we shall 
ore take possession of our old 


mansion. Come, Laura, you must for- 
give him: —see how melancholy he 
looks!“ 
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r Robert Sased speak ing, and 
== Somekville endeavoured to 


take her hand; but she recoiled back, 
with an air of irresolution and distrust. 


. | ; 5 
= © deserve this treatment, cried he, 


in a disconsolate tone ; but, indeed, 


Miss. Mapleton, you shall find that I 
am quite an altered being and oh! 
if you will not forgive me, fog wy own 
sake, recollect that I am the brother 
"of Edward!“ 


At e words Laura, with a faint 
smile and rosy blush, extended her 
hand, in token of reconciliation; though 
she trembled violen Uy, and cast down 
her * to the ground. 


Jour goodness enchants me, ami— 


able Miss Mapleton,” cried the Colonel, 


51 
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respecifully kissing her 


from the illusions of passion, that it 


will even give me pleasure to place 


this beautiful hand within my brother's 


before the sacred altar; and is shall be 


the great aim of my future life to 
atone to you both for the sorrows I 
have heretofore occasioned you.? 


. Bravo!” exclaimed Sir aber 
and now, Laura, since you have be- 


bhaved like a good girl, you deserve a 


Wee and see here what L have 
brought = 


O! give it me! give it me, di- 


realy !' cried Laura— it is a letter 


from Edward!“ 


] have just brought it from the 


post-office,” answered Sir Robert; © and 


1 © and 
believe me, I am 80 Ade awakened 
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ber oppressed beart, and a tear that 7 

Was gliding down her cheek fell on her ] 
1 


; neck. She looked like a rose, when a 
i gentle gale] has digpersed | the dew dr rops | 
that glixtened c on it. 3 
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Turn g 40 Colonel Somerville, oba, 
exclaimed, in the sweetest accents, 
Pardon me if J have for an instant 
suspected the sincerity of your pro- 
fessions MV doubts are now all re- 
moved; and your present conduct to 
Edward atones for your former un- 


—— inqness. i He. tells n me in is letter that 
: you rejoige i. in bis good fortune; that 
— J ; ne FLO N 2 | 
„ JF  haye ava meed bim considerable | 


_— ns "of mqney, 7 and exerted oy 
interest to speed his r rétürn. Alas! 1 
fear he i is 80 involved i in business, that 

i '$ it Will be yet several mont, ths before he 


| 49% 7 i is able to settle "his s affair | ry EP 
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not complain, while I have such a de- 8 
lightful prospect before me, and the 
sweet conviction that the “ joys of 
meeting pay the pangs of absence !” 


Harmony now seemed to reign be- 


tween all parties; and when they had _ 


fully discussed the subject that most ; 
interested them, they began to dis- 


course on indifferent topics. 


Wo 


— 


I quite blush,” exclaimed Colonel 


| Somerville, © when I look out of the 


window, to see in what a dismal soli. 


| tude you have been condemned to pass 
the winter. I fear, Sir Robert, that, 
you have had some difficulty to get rid 


of the great enemy; but as for Miss 
Mapleton, I flatter myself that she has 
beguiled many tedious hours by gazing 


on the © multitudinous ocean, and by 


E 4 
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addressing sonnets to the moon. Nay, 5 
do not look grave, Miss Mapleton !— $ 
Believe me, I sincerely admire your 


talents; but as the Gods have not 
vouchsafed to endow me with an atom 
of poetic fancy, surely I may be allow ed 
to depreciate the value of such gifts: 
it is the on! y consolation we matter-of. 
fact people possess. You children of 
imagination are all day-dreamers ; but 
T1 sometimes wish that of were equally 
visionary, and could cheat myself into a 
sensation resembling ha ppiness. Alas! 
to the reasoning man happiness appears 
a mere chimera! The world is full of 
misery !—Human nature is naturally. 
depraved!—We are mere machines, 


j FS acted upon by the irresistible laws of 
* necessity And is there a being who = 
does not feel a secret gratification, lif 
” whey be hegrs of the misfortunes of ta 
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that is wort 6 
myself, 8 my situation in life is un. n 
| 6 dou btedly prosperous: I am oung, I ”-. 
N have a tolerable, | understanding, à a1 ' 


tale twice told.” I eat—1 drink —l 


lately been . it zende be a2 | E 
Even supposing that ole: | 3 
mented by the contempl. e these 
gloomy ertainties, whit Roth this 5 

world Possess, to recompense one for 

25 the trouble of existence? What is there : 

a wish 7. With respect to N 
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p very rich. But of what Avail are 
the possess ions of youth, sense, and 


fortune, if they cannot procure hap - 
piness ? J have made the tour of Eu- 
rope; E have associated wi h the ele. 
gant, th elearned, the, vol dptuous; but” 


: 4.3; 


life appears to me © as-wearisome as a 
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ac nomgtimes. Wort. tempted 10 boot 
: myself, through very ennui.” 4 


1 * 


6 Good Gal | boy 8 8 Vinvo- 
lune exclaimed Laura; then sud- 
denly checking herself, she calmly con- 
tinued: J am not surprised that you . 
are unbappy; your feelings are "the * 
result of your principles; and I flatter 
myself that those principles are erro- 
neous. Had you more respect for 
_ human nature, you: would wish to gain : 
the esteem and applauge of those with © 
whom you ar : connected by the bonds 


of society. Such a noble ambition 


would stimulate your exertions to pro. 3 
mote the interests of that Society. z and 
you would no lon ger n 
occupy those many hours when cor · 


— * 


ed a pursuit to 


form, decorated in the smiles and tea 
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poreal wants are satisfied, but the soul 


languishes for intellectual food. You 
despise your fellow- creatures Ah! 
if you loved them, Happiness would 


no longer fly from you; she would ap- 


pear to you under her most alluring 


of those relieved from poverty and 
sorrow.“ "_ 2 


5 Spoken like the heroine of a Ger- 


man drama, retorted Colonel Somer. 
ville. By the way, I presume that we 
shall soon learn politeness from the 
Dutch, since the Germans have taught 


all our young ladies and gentlemen to 


talk sentiment. Words mere high- 
sounding nonsense ! I wonder, Miss 
Mapleton, that you can read such 


trash.“ 
E 6 


I am no eritic, replied Laura; 
© and though the plays in question may 
offend against all the laws of Aristotle, 
J own they delight me. A single 


Leauty compensates for many defects; 


and if a book amuse and intepest me, 
I feel in good humour with the author: 
but when beautiful imagery, exquisite 
pathos, and sublime coneeptions em- 
bellish the max ims of morality;—when, 
6 after the perusal of any com position, 
1 feel a glow at my heart, and a desire 
to become more amiable and virtuous; 


it is then indeed that 1 ſee] truly grate- 


ful to the writer whose magie style has 
power to raise such sweet emotions, 


I rejoice at his fame, and my soul bears 


testimony that he has deserved well of 


every country where his works are 
known,” > 
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£1 e very warm panegyric indeed !? 

y exclaimed the Colonel, and quite 

, unique, for I believe it is the first time 

e that the Germans were ever admired 

. for the morality of their productions? 
, Es | | 
:I I do not speak from what J hear, 

Ee _ replied Laura; © I only judge from the 

1 impression they ae, on my own 
feelings.“ ; 


* 


Here the conversation ended; for 
night was coming on, and Colonel So- 
merville prepared to leave the cottage. 
He was sorry that he had said so much 
in opposition to the opinions of Miss 
Mapleton; particularly 77 it had been 


his firm intention to adopt the lan- 
re guage and manners that he thought 


the most congenial to her tast 2: how- 


ever, he soon forgot his resolution; for 


* 


1 : 
he was one of those people who, having 
Jeng indulged a particular train of 
ideas, sport their favourite opinion on 
; all occasions, even to their own detri- 
ment ; until, by frequent repetition, it 
becomes so familiar, that It seems al- 
most to break forth from them in vo- 
luntarily, as if by a mechanical im- 
pulse. 
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Si en quelque sejour 3 It 


Soit en bois ou en pre 
Soit pour Faube de jour, "+5 ol 
Ou soit pour la vespree z 5 
Sans cesse mon cœur sent 

Le regret d'un absent. 1 
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DURING the course of the summer, 


Colonel Somerville often repeated his 
visits at the cottage: and though bis 


princi iples and opinions were totally re- | 


pugnant to the feelings of Laura, his 
address was 80 particularly elegant, 
his manners were so respectful and in- 
sinuating, that she began to look at 
him without aversion; and imagined 


0 115] * 


Ei. Ca J. ws 


2 K 
* 
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8 gagzings at some fashion- 


8 Te” 


able watting g- place; but to this scheme 


x i < 8 
Laura always. opposed a decided ne- 
5 gabe particularly as the allowance 


©, 


. gation from > Colonel'S Vt 


+ JOY Edward; but, they were not written 
1 with all that ardour of allection sbe 
had reason to expect. Ile mentioned 
N 5 * a great deal about the fine estate that 
+; had come into his possession; declared 
_””.- that it would be impossible for him to 


ret his character e re · 


g y received Was too small to admit of 
nt, * 9 ditional ex Pence; and she did 
133 not choose to incur any e obli- | 


* bebe t the Sal of the autumn Laura 
. | received two or three letters fr om 


haste, for 
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return to England, before the ensuing a6 
spring; and concluded his last letter 


by saying, that he wrote in great 
that he was going to dress 


for a ball, at which he Was to dance 


I x 


with a newly y discovere Pbeautiful little 


An emotion of doubt and jealousy 


glanced on the heart of Laura as she 


perused these lines; but she instantly 
repelled it, for she felt as if it would be 
almost a crime to suspect the truth of 
her lover: therefore hastily suppress- 


ing a sigh, she determined that no ap- 

. % . 65 | 
pearance of ungenerous distrust souls 
lurk in the following letter t | 


2 
Pe; 
* * 8 
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0 1 x EI written to you very frequent. 
ly, my Ed ward; ; but I fear that you have 
not received all my packets; for I have 
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you ought to know that the yjj 


Cn 9 


asked you a thousand questions, which 
you have neglected to answer. Perhaps 
you thought them frivolous. Ah! 
gerest trifle 


that interests you is to me a matter of. 


6 


the highest importance |! 


« Surely you will be able to return 
to England before the spring |—How 


little--did I think, when we parted, 
that twelve tedious months must pass 
away before I should again behold 
you—And when we parteg, I did not 
shed a tear 


&* Alas! what a dreary winter I shall 
| pass! My favourite — will soon 


appear desolate; and 0 O 
structs the entrance to our e and 
bleak north winds how! through the 
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are not with me! E FOR 


TS 2 


" The stormy al the pelting 1 show'r 


fle Could not disturb my -rapt'rous 10 1 R £2 WR 
of, . ver loom my mind with duch a friend. 
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: 01 my Edward, Telmese doubt the 
reality of what has happened 1 sit 
rn and muse until the feelings of my heart 
overwhelm reflection. I put my hand 
to my head, and can scarcely per- 
mY e mangle that I am hot deluded by 
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« The weather is now very fine (tho! 


the autumnal tints begin to spread 
themselyes. over the woods), | and I 


* 


1 2 


spend many hours in that eautiful..” 
dale through, which the rivulet mean- 
ders; bu my favourite seat f is at the 
foot of the 4 oak. where I first heard. 
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QNg.a „ Fe: is * A, 
me to'think! of you; as if I did not 


” ; on 2 al 


3 ink ol «yo iſe every Place! However, 
© ix 4x harming s ot - "the tree is en- n 

circled \ with woodbine; [ often sit be. an: 
neath its shade; look at my ring, and I kn 
breathe a silent aspiration of gratitude Stu 
to « that Being who gave us hearts of loy 
eympathy, and would not suffer t those ee 
hearts to be forever rent page: 


2 * 
12 
5 * . 


111 ON TX Yes, my Edware# we were surely 
destined for each other! (Do not smile 4 
at the superstition of Jo\ &)— think un! 


1 


What you think—T: | el W. u — 3 
and all onr putsuits and hopes in life 05 
1 maſtuilats V Vill it not be deligbtfül WE 

to dwell fi r ever together under the ib © 
"ine e roof to war | im arm to- 1 


gether through the Ae walks?—Me. 


wx * 
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ow 
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thinks shall never beet your divtant 
voice, or even the sound of your foc t- 
steps, without a thrill of pleasure !— | 
And yet I should often wish you toaſty, | 


me," and to seek health a 

amid the man] sports of the field 
knowledge ir in the p 
study: for listiessness is a great to 
love; and it would be doubly sweet to 


and n 


1 * * 
8 


1. 
see you again after a short absence. 10 


would run to meet you; perhaps gently 
upbraid you : then, after we had par- 
taken our social 2 repast, AJ would sing 
to you, or read to v some book in 
unison with my feelings; and when * 
came to any passage descriptiye of 
domestic felicity, 1 would gaze at you. 
with conscious rapture, then turn my 


ey es towards Heavens and due forth 


a silent thanksgiving. g. 5s 4 * 


5 tirement of "your 
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- Mi. my. best lend, are the day. 
Erdinins I now indulge: —ah! when will 
You return to realize them? I dread 
the approach of, winter — Imagina th 
tion ex pires amid frost ah snow, or ha 
wears the sombre aspect of surrounding 
objects. | Shall fear that you are ill; I ter 
Shall fear that vou cease to think of W the 
me. 5 In short, I shall fear a thousand or 


improbabilities: but at present my of) 
spirits are gay, and ] see e things as 


they - are. 


*."« Youky now, ;, my-Edward, t that lam 
very much under the dominion of 

| 40 skyey influence,” and that I am ge. 

| nerally cheerful W ben all nature. around 
cheerful. I now walk. in the 

woods, and it gives me pleasure to see 
the woodbine and wild roses blooming 


around me. I walk into the harvest. 


> 
* 
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C123 5 
field, and listen to the song of the 
reaper. I ramble on the sea shore, 
gaze on the distant sail that glitters in 
the sun. beams, think of vou, and am 
happy. But how shall I beguile the 
tedious hours of absence when the bit- 

ter blasts of December confine me to 
the cottage; or when, if I venture 
forth, every scene that reminded me 
of you willappear changed and mourn- 
> © ful ?— When the rivulet will be frozen 
over—the withered leaves of my favou- 


lite oak will rustle in my path? 
am „ | * 


Fortunately I possess a charming 
ge. companion, who will not quit me during 
the winter. From the following descrip- 
theſſ tion, I think you may guess whom 1 


o see mean. Are you not intimately ac- 
minzz quainted with one who, though not 
handsome, has an expression of coun- 
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tenance far more touching than beauty; 
around whose lips the smile of bene. 
volence and sweetness is perpetually 
dimpling; whose light brown hair en- 
livens a complexion that is rather 
pale; and whose eyes beam with a 
pensive softness, as if the tear of love 

vor pity had somewhat dimmed their 
lustre? 


Do you not recognize my com. 
panion ? — Ah! my dear Edward, it is 
your own portrait: I have painted it 
from recollecbion, and it resembles 
you exactly: I wished it to have borne 
a more cheerful aspect, but my fancy 
obstinately persisted in pourtraying 
you with the melancholy air of hopeless 
love: I believe it was this melancholy 
air that first stole upon my affections. 
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J will not tell you how often [ gaze 


upon my treasure, nor how often [ 


talk to it in the language of romantic 
folly. It is too sacred to be exposed 


to the eye of common observation, 


therefore I wear it close to my heart. I 
scarcely know how to bid you adieu; 
yet I fear I must hastily dispatch this 
letter. Adieu then !—< Think of me 


dream of me—delie® in me be 


wholly with me; in short, be my vey 
soul, as I am your's,” | 


LAURA.“ 
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CHAP, XXXVI. 


© Gia riede primavera | 

Cor suo fiorito aspetto: * 

Gia il grato zeffiretto N 

Schęaza fra I'erbe ed i fior.» 

Tornan le pondi agli alberi: © 

Leerbette al prato tornano.s „ 

Sol non ritorna a me „ 
La pace del mio cor. 


4 — — * 
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Neo events of any im portance occurred 
at the cottage for two or three months, | 
Colonel Somerville made frequent visits 
there, and continued to pay unremit. 
ting attention to Miss Mapleton. 


Several West India ships arrived, 
but, alas ! no letter from Edward. 


ed, 


1rd, 


£127 J 


Laura felt both grieved and alarmed, 
but she never once mentioned the cir- 
cumstance to her father or Colonel So. 


merville; disliking even to hint the 
smallest suspicion of her lover's neglect; 


and she well knew that illness did not 


occasion his unaccountable silence; 
for Colonel Somerville told her, that 
though! is brother had not written to 
him, he had lately drawn for large 
sums on his banker. Assensation resem- 


bling wounded pride prevented for a 


long time Laura from writing to him 
again; but at last, quite wearied out 
by kruit less conjecture, and agonized 
by doubt and sorrow, she sent him the 
following nasty and almost gaevhe gene 


lines: | 


© In the name of common | humanity 


tel me , Oh! tell me, Edward, why you so 


F 2 


£1983 


| erbelly neglect me? Every mornin g 1 
ex pect to receive a letter from you, and 
every night 1 eep with disappointment 


and grief. At one moment I think you 
the most cruel, the most deceittul of 


2 homan'Leings: at another, 1 severely 


u pbraid myself for daring to suspect 


your truth. - Write to me write to me 


; mo 


immediately et me hear that your 
letters have been lost, and that absence 
has not diminished your love. Ah! how 
Jong it will be ere you can receive these 
scarcely . intelligible. lines: How long 


a time am! still doomed to feel a thou- 
sand sbapeless fears, and all the tor- 


"tures oP zuspeise. 87255 


- * Edward, can it Te pOBs] ible Have 


you seen any one who has been too fas. 
_ cinating—have you even in imagine 


VC 
S- 
is 


£29] 


tion proved unfaithful Four beau 


ful cousin hl. TI cannot | 


proceed iN my weaknes!— 


0 Edward, at least 1 deserve your 
friendship!—then fear not to confide 
in me. "op your heart has wandered 


even for a moment, tell me 80. Do 


not, from a mistaken prince. iple of 
honour, delude me into misery. If, 
when you awake in the morning, I 
have not your first thought; if at night 
you lie down on your pillow, and do 
not rejoice that another tedious day is 
passed; if I' no longer. appear before 
you in your Solitary walks, and i in your 
 dreans,—tell me $801]. had rather 
know that you, were lost to me for ever, 
than that you should return, and look 
at me with calm indifference. 
F 3 
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«Oh! Edvard. my very soul seenis 


= 4 to melt within me at the bare mention 


of such an idea \—No!—it cannot be!— 


* «Surely s some atrange mistake has pre- a 


> vented the safe arrival of your letters : 
and yet, for a long time I received 
them very punctually l- 
wildered miserable But Oh! while 
1 exist, 1 can never cease to love you 
my first, La only; friend '— 


* N 
* 


c © Lava,” 


, > MR. 
* 7 


Aer a sufficient len 50 of time had 


Ae ſor Miss Mapleton to have re. | 
ceived an answer to her letter, as none 


| arrived, she could no longer conceal 


her anxiety from her father. He had 
long witnessed her. internal struggles, 


without appearin g to notice them; but 
he now began seriously to participate 
her alarm: ſor the first faint indica. 


I am be- 


1 3 


tions of Spring had already appeared, 


and still no tidings arrived from Ed- 
ward. The mind of Laura was con. 
tinually vibrating between hope and 
des pair; and her pale melancholy coun- 
tenance betrayed that the conflict had 


proved very injurious to her health, 


1, 


She had anticipated the approach of 
Spring with exquisite delight; but Ed- 
ward did not return, nor did he write, 
Every day her inquietude augmented, 
and she dreaded that her worst ap- 
prehensions would be realized. She 


often wandered alone through the leaf. 
less woods, but always turned away 


suddenly from those spots that remind- 


ed her of Edward. 


There is something peculiarly de- 


lightful in the sight of early spring flow- 


F 4 
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ers; but Laura no hor hailed them 


as the harbingers of brighter days; 


and when she first perceived some snow. 
drops, that peeped forth on a grass-plat 


_ beneath the cottage window, she almost 


viewed them with regret;. and plucking 


one, she sighed, and apostrophized it 


in these beautiful lines, from Mrs. Ro. 


binson's Walsingham— 


II too have known the cheerless hour, 
ST SV .,0 v.08 8 


And wept, and shrunk like thee!" 


Alas! Heaven only can tell what fu- 


ture storms my poor heart may be des. 


tined to encounter 


TA 
8 EF 
— 


tremblin g suspence, Colonel Somer- 
vilie's opinion was frequently consulted, 


and the enquiring eye of Laura some 


While Sir Robert and his daughter ; 
continued in this state of anxiety and 


inc. 8 


= 0 WW a6. ia 
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times endeavoured to cateha ray of com- 
fort from his countenance; but he usu- * 
ally avoided the suhject, though he was 2 


continually insinuating the Lethean 
powers of absence, the instability of 


youthful affections, and, by © many 5 
a dubious giving out, appeared to know 
more than he chose to communicate. | 


* 7 7 oy 2 
= * 8 Af Sx Je 0 
* 


Laure wiched to learn the extent T 7 


; her calamity; but she forebore to en- 8 
quire further from one, Who, instead 5 
8ympathizing, with her, might 5 


4 * FP of 42 — : 


regatee at her m 8 fortu ne. 2 | 
Se at * . 3 


4 
3 
L 


As the 8 1 gi no in- 


N 


| be was received of Edward, she 
began to lose all expectation of seeing 


him, and scarcely doubted but that | 
some fortunat * 1 had supplanted 


Sas 
38 - 
F. 0 . : 
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her in his 8 a faint 


7 .. gleam of hope gometimes darted across 


- Her mind, to preserve herfrom despair. 


She occupied herself by recalling 


Edward's looks, his promises, and every 


internal evidenee of his former affection, 
till her mind seemed to revolt at the 
idea of sus pecting his fidelity. Her 
nightly visions took their colour from 
| Her waking' thoughts; and sbe some- 
times imagined thatshe beheld Edward 


nne herself, melancholy and desolate, 


but still faithful, and indulging the 8 
anticipation of happier” days. These 
delusions of fanty were her only oom- 
fort, and wish TI to perpetuate their 
remembraice, she sometimes endea- 
voured to shape them into hasty, un- 
studied verses, of which the Showing 
are a specimen: 1 


Wwe 


. 


1330 


"Twas sweet as violet breathing gal 


Twas soothing as the moon's faint beam, 


Twas tender as the ring-dove's tale 
Alas! and was it but a Dream? 
Methought I saw him once again, 
Again I listen'd to his voice z- G _ 

It calm'd the tumults of my brain, 
It made my throbbing heart rejoice, 


O! with what eager keen delight 
I trac'd a form distinct and clear, 


That cheated my enraptur'd sight, 


With the blest thought that he was near 


Love still was weeping in his eyes, 


As first the little traitor stole, 
Conceal'd in Pity's soft disguise, 
To pierce and agonize my soul. 


Upon bis cheek the lingering teer 
Told me, in absence he was true;; 

And that pale cheek was far more dear 
Than had it glow'd with Joy's bright hue. 


His glist'ning eyes, long fir d on me, 
A thousand tender hopes impart; 

For such the looks *twas Heav'n to see, 
When first he sought and won my heart! 


Methought they bade my sorrows cease, 
And charm'd despondence from my breast; 
” Methought they promis'd joy and peace, 
And for a moment I was blest! 
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But ah! too n I wake and weep! 
Too soon the hated morning beam. 
Dispels the phantasies of sleep! 


ECS Alas ! and was it but a Dream?“ 
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No pause the dire extreme between, 
e made me blest, — and broke my heart. 
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COLONEL Somerville did not appear 
at the cottage for several days, and 
Laura was rejoiced to hear that he was 
gone on a pleasurable excursion to 
Brighthelmstone; for all society aggra- 


vates the pain of a wounded heart, and 


even the common offices of civility be- 
come burdensome: besides, she some- 
times fancied that she could trace a 
secret exultation in his countenance, 


disguised under the semblance of sym- 
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35 ww] 
pathy and tender friendship. With 
this observation her iini aversion 
began to revive. 


> 25 


Sir Robert grew ONS and-sullen, 
as his hopes diminished; and Laura 
was every way unhappy: yet she was 


soon doomed toknow increase of misery, 


and indeed there is scarcely any situa- 
tion of life in which the innocent ought 


to exclaim, I am now the most un- 


fortunate of human beings!” Some 
grief, still heavier than the last, may 
be yet in store; and the wicked only 
are condemned to endure zupremaaey 
of wretchedness. 


Sir wars * kor some time com- 


ba plained of a deſect i in his sight; and it 


was Laura's frequent task to read to 
him aloud. One morning, soon after 


i£ * +. 1 


breakfast, abe took up a weekly pa per, 
to communicate to him the most in- 
teresting news; but while he was lis 
tening with impatience for the confir- 
mation of some favourable reports,sud- ; 
denly the paper dropt from Laura's 


han d for a moment she gazed wildly 
around then fell lifeless to the ground. 


Sir Robert, in dreadful consternation, - 
. endeavoured to raise her; but his ef- 


forts proving ineffeRual, he violently 
rang the bell, knelt down beside her, 


supported her drooping head on his 


bosom, untied the blue s fk net that 
confined her beautifulauburn hair, and 
began to rub, her temples- with some 


lavender water that happened to be on 
the table; then gently unloosed her 


robe, and for the first time discovered 
the uu ure of Edward that rested on 
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her delicate white ey ; suspended by 
a black ribbon. Susan soon entered 
the room, but stopped at the door, 
petrifi with grief and alarm at the 
Scene before, her. 


c Whyagou chant hav 2 NE) Sir 
Roberto in a distracted tone Run 
fy{—bring some drops 1— Where is 


FS. 


rapidity of lightning; and for some 
time exerted every effort to revive her 
beloved mistress. but without sugoess- 
—at length, when the impatience. of 


Sir Robert had increased almost to 


phrenzy, a faint sigh from Laura dis- 
Si Rove his ene b bree. 


+ oth — ?—Oh God? my POOr 


n WW cOO 


[ 141 J 
By degrees her affrighted spirit be- 


gan to resume its functions, and an- 


other sigh, more deep and heavy than 
the last, again betokened returning 


animation. She opened her eyes; but 
alas! those once intelligent eyes bore 
no expression of consciousness; they 


glared wildly around, and seemed to 
gaze on air. Sir Robert was terrified : 

Susan supported her to the open case- 
ment, and intreated her to speak; then 


placed her on a seat, and ran to fetch 


some water; but when she requested 
her to drink it, Laura took it in her 


hand without appearing to know any 
thing of what was passing. Sir Ro- 
bert then went up to her, t took ber 


% 
- 


hand, wept, don. zjured, her to utter just 
one word: but” til she continued to 
gaze vacantly around in silence. He 
then paced up and down the room in 
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violent agitation, unable to compre- he 
hend what terrible stroke had thus yi 


_ overwhelmed her faculties, He then | he 
returned to the window, and looked its 
on her intently, to watch the first th 


dawning of 'C | de 

| r e thi 
Susan continued talkin g to * and 

in many different ways fruitlessly en -zig 

deavoured to excite her attention. At bo 


length it occurred to her, that her pq 
mistress, when zhe / thought herself aq 
unobserved, gazed with great delight it 
on the picture that she constantly 
wore; therefore, gently withdrawing 
it from her bosom, she held it before 
her eyes. Laura gazed at it, and in- 
| We ber reason returned, and her 
became animated by horror 
en she shri eked wildly, and 
endeavoured to tear the portrait from 


_ 


* 


S ole” OT 


thapghtl be 


a carpet, as if to say, fs 
never more speak to me of comf . 
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her neck but the ribbon would not 


yield to her exertions. She then placed 


her hand to her head, as if to repress 
its 3 tum ultu Jus 


Lan to assume a more ten- 


der hue: she a ai 
the Pertraigz ll her tears fell on it, 
and bedimmed the chrystal ; she then 
sighed deeply, a and ones it on her 
Wan A. 


Sir Robert now thought. it a favour- 
able moment to speak to her, and 


sooth her; but she Shook” her head, 


Slowly and mournfully;. then pointed 
to the newspaper that was lying on the 


F | SV? . 


During the lately alarming e 


Sir Robert had never once reflected on 


robbings. Her 


fixed her eyes. on 


read that, and * 
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the probable cause of Laura's violent 


| indis position; but it no longer re- I 


| mained A matter of doubt, hen he 
took u ” the. Were and read as ſol- 

ab» 1 Fs : 1 7 8 8 | 7 . 

© Lately was W at Barbaidoes, 


Captain Edward. Sorherville to Miss 
Caroline Ellis.“ „ BG | 


2 Gracious God! what a rascal! 1 ex- 
claimed Sir Robert, in furious anger: 
„but I will pursue him to the extre- 


mity of the earth, and stab him to 


the heart. ; 


4% * 
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> Loh did not bear this. apottht 


chest, for sbe had again relapsed 
into insensibility. Susan and her father 


carried her up stairs. The next day a 


Violent fever confined her to ber bed: 


R 
ys % > a 
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: 


a physician was sent for, who pro- 
nounced her in imminent danger, 
and for ten days she lingered between 
life and death. „ | 
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- That lifts its black wreaths thro? the air; 
Mix with the clouds, that o'er the skies 

Show their light forms, and disappear: : 
Or, like the dust, be toss d | 


4 Byev'ry sportive wind, till all be lost!“ Ae? 4 
As Miss Mapleton had ſor some in 
time dreaded the loss of Edward's fe 

at 


affections, it may be thought extraor- 
dinary that she was not better pre | We 
pared to sustain the confirmation of 
that misfortune: but her previous ob 
. alarm and anxiety had to Such a de- 

gree weakened her health, that the ; 


fatal certainty of her lover's desertion i Pa 
seemed to annihilate all her faculties: | inc 
her brain could not support the tu- for 


(? 


[19] 


a of her heart; the fever of men- 
tal agony thrilled through every nerve, 


and she would have ſallen an unresist- 
ing victim to despair, had it not been 


for the great professional skill and 


humane attention of the physician who 


attended her. To please her father, 


she passively submitted to every re- 


medy that was prescribed; but secretly 


flattered herself that they would prove 


ineffectual, for she wished to die. She 
felt that, as she could never again look 


at Edward with esteem and love, it 


would be far better to close her eyes 


on a world that. contained no other 
object worthy to excite a wiss. 


Such were the reflections of a mind 


palsied by grief: but it is wrong to 


indulge such hopeless despondence; 


for, though the world may have lost 


* wy ky 


[18] : 


in disgust; but consent to live, that 
our virtues may pass through the or. 


5 deal of affliction, and our earthly 


* SOTTOWS become a passport to that 
heavenly abode © where all tears ben 


be wi OA from al eyes, 


Laura now began to recover by slow 


degrees; but she only recovered to a 


more acute sensation of misery. Ahl“ 
thought she, why did 1 not expire at 
the fatal moment when my eyes were 


fixed on the testimony of Edward's 


perfidy He was the sustaining power | 


of my soul! Every thought, every 
wish, every joy, began and ended in 
him. I caught from his eyes the first 


look of love that taught me what it 


Was to exist. He just permitted me 
to smile a few moments on the phan- 


every charm, we ought not to quit it 
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mi 
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tem of happiness :—I have known what 
it is to love, and I have not lived in 
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vain!—But Oh! my Edward is now 


lost to me for ever !—why do I still 


retain this detestable breath of life? 


Such were Laura's mental excla- 
mat ons in some of her calmest no- 


ments; but as herstrength returned, her 
mind became yet more fully impressed 


with the consciousness of incurable 
misery; and she could not think on 
Edward without experiencing sensa- 
tions that bordered on distraction: 
for there is not any pang so severe as 


that which arises from the necessity of 


despi ing one whom we have hereto- 
fore esteemed, and still are doomed, 


against the light of conviction, to 


adore.” Oh!] it inflicts a sting that is 
sharper than the serpent's tooth.“ 
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Sir Robert beheld his daughter” s re- 


covery with exquisite joy; and he had ug 
sense enough not farther to agonize 


her mind by ill timed consolation. t 
He endeavoured to delude her into £ 
occupation. He placed her Harp by 1 
the window; her favourite books Tere _ 


dispersed about the room; but for a FS 
long time she did not touch either, 
One morning, however, she happened * 
to take up the poems of Ossian, that PE 
were lying on the table: their wild FED 
sublimity was in unison with her feel- 


=, 


ings; she envied the car-borne Heroes * 
who fell in the days of their renown to 
and the white armed virgins who died Kiel 

of grief! © Alas!” thought she, Why chat 
cannot I like wise pass away in secret, in 7 

* like the flower of the rock, that lifts "WR 
its fair head unseen, and strews its wret 


withered leaves on the blast! 


fts 
its 
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Sometimes, to comply with her 


"father's earnest intreaty, she would 
accompany him in his walks to catch 


the reviving breezes of evening, but 
carefully avoiding the wood and the 


sea shore. The weather was remark- 
ably fine; but the brightness of the 
SUN was now odious to her; and she 
would have preferred the gloomy fogs 
and bitter blasts of December. If 
during her walks she chanced to hear 


the song of the peasant, or the loud 


laugh of cottage children, the sounds 


thrilled through her heart, and seemed 
to insult her misery. At such mo- 


ments she would unconsciously ex- 
claim. alas! every other human be- 
ing is happier than Il am ? Ah! where- 
fore am I doomed to such extreme of 


wretchedness ?” 


* 
1 
11 
4 
* 
; ; 
* 
'M 
17 
q 
1 
"il 
. 
Jl! 
a1 
U 
10 
he 
+ 
#4; 
It 
d 
2 * A 
$30 
„ 
"1 
WH. 
44% 
1 
4.34 
In 
"x00 
9 I 
1 3: 
1 
5 
4th 
4.7; 
11% 
TI 
4/2 
Bb 132. 
$775 
54. 
* 
+ * 
400 
"2 11 
13 
44 4] 
4 11 
iT 
N 
"vis 4 
.\ 320 
l 
44 
: 
: Ty 
Fan. 
"$13 
WIE 2! 
* TH 
an 
; * 
9 * 
. 
1 
» £ 
2133 
"3 
3... 
4 
* 
WM 
4H 
* 
'- 38 
47 
1 
4 ; 
(8 
. ; 
35 | 
"4 
* * * 
. 
1 
1 
1 
16 
* WF 
BW 
2B) 
"aj 
7 
4 
* 
*- 
4 
i 4 
'F 
4 
"i 
bl 
* 
7 
2 
7, 
1 


71 
11 
F 
1 
9 
n 
jj 
1 
7 1 
4] 
Bi 
55 
* 
1 
4] 
} 
» 
i! 
16 
"A 


| 
Y 
N 0 


—T6GG00 EPS ET 
. 
— 


eee 82 . 
— — 545 — 
* . EG” I 2g. 
22 


F482. J 
It is frequently observed, that severe 
grief can never be ex pressed in words; 
and certainly it is at first more strongly 
testified by that mute eloquence 
which passeth speech: but after its 
tumults begin to subside, the soul has. 
a kind of gloomy satisfaction in count. 
ing over its sorrows. The imagination | 
combines them into a thousand difle- 
rent forms; aches to pour ſorth its 
agonizing feelings; and it is not un- 


natural at such a time to disburthen 


them in the language of the Muscs: 
for keen sensibility is a sort of inspi- | 


**”. 


ration. 


Laura scmetimes found a degree cf 
consolation in endeavouring to pour. 
tray the anguish of her heart, in 


verscs suggested by the impulse of the 


mcn.cnt; and the following sonnet is 


1 


£337 
the least imperfect of these melancholy 
compositions. : 


% 


— 


That it should come to this I'—thar I, s0 gay 
Ere Love beguil'd me, now should sit and weep, 


As tao* my heart would break; and hate the day, 


And wish for night, that I a while might steep 3 


My aching senses in the balm of sleep: 
Yet when the darkness shrouds me, oft I say, 


© How long these mournful vigils must I keep? 


Why lingers thus the sun's revolving ray?“ 


Or if I chance to close my tear-swoln eyes, 


And dream of peace and happiness again 
Or should a visionary form arise, 
Source of my fleeting bliss and endless pain; 
Ah! when I wake, how bitter are my sighs! £ 
What madd'ning fancies dart across my Brain! 
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Away! nor murmur at th* afflictive rod 

Nor tempt the vengeance of an angry God.“ 
Flys't thou from Providence for vain relief, 
Such ill sought ease shall draw avenging grief. 


22 1 e . 


Ti mental euherlngs t poor Lau ra 


became daily more and more acute; 
ber reason began to totter, and a 
settled melancholy took possession of 
her soul that terrible species of me- 


lanchofy which, engrossed by one ago- 
nizing® deb, wilfully excludes every 
other? dwells with gloomy delight on 
recollections that nourish des pair; per- 
mits sensation to . Ph. over reason; 


ras} 


and presumptuously dares to cast a 


© Jonging lingerin g look” on | the  ghastly 
form of a suicide. | . 


Laura now frequent! y took solitary 
walks at a considerable distance from 
the cottage; for she felt that when her 


frame was almost exhausted by fatigue, * 


the agitation of her mind was less 
violent. 2 


One fine evening , at a moment that 


she felt herself peculiarly wretched, 


otic determined to wander through the 


wood, to enjoy, without interruption, 


her gloomy meditations. Sbe soon 


reached the little rivulet that she had 
so much loved in bappier days s. Ah?” 
thought she, it was here that I re- 
ceived the first letter that Edward ever 
wrote me; it was here? mo——_ - 
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She l not endure the recollec. 


tions that crowded on her mind; and 


averting ber eyes from the spot, she 


hastily turned into another path. Un- 
fortunately she took a path which con- 


ducted! her beneath the oak where she 


had reclined, half fainting, on the 
bosom of her lover. 


« Alas!” exclaimed she, wildly, Why 


did 1 not expire here at the moment 
he told me that he was mine for 
ever !—And then he looked at me !— 
Oh ! that I had closed my eyes for ever, 
while that look was thrilling through 
my heart! 


x 
73 


the meadow, where she had once met 
Edward's servant; and stood some 


minutes ga ing wist uily on the deep 


She then walked haatily along ing 


Cr 


rapid stream that meandered through 


it; then inwardly shuddering, returned 


into the wood, and opened a gate that 


led out on' the heath: there the re · 
membrance of former times still 
- haunted her, and she could not avoid 


exclaiming, as she looked on the hill 


before her, Is it possible that I could 


be unhappy, is it possible I could re- 


pine-in those days when I knew that 


he was near me; when I could gaze on 
the towers of the city where he dwelt, 
and was certain n e loved mef̃ 

En ieh by torturin g reſletions, _ 
Laura wandered a long time uncon- 
scious whither she was going; at 
length, on lifting up her eyes, she 
discovered that she was close to the 


pales of Woodleigh Park. Feeling a 


sudden inelination to revisit scenes 
Gs | 
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once so dear, and k nowing that Co. 
lonel Somerville was from home, she 
entered a little gat. 
the shrubbery. She INT thus 
far, unmindful that night was fast ap- 


proaching, and she was surprised to 


observe the reflection of the moon on 
the water, and the long Shadows of 
sone ancient elms. 


3 * ; 1 
#1 "4 #2 Me F 9 


RS 


* __ could not W on herself 
to return till she had once more beheld 
the arbour where she had first heard 


that she Was beloved. However, when 
she came to the low) door-way, she 
stood there 2 few moments; irresolute 
whether or not 
by an effort of courage, she ran in, 
and threw herself on the bench. For 
some moments she gazed mournfully 
around. All nature seemed to repose. 


that opened into 


to enter; then, as if 


\ 
0 
| "4, | 


a 
s beatas ilumined the latin | 
perspective; the ocean beat monoto- 
nously against the shore; the deer 
calmly brouzed on the dewy. herbage; 
and not a zephyr seemed to W 
the leaves of the memorable chesnut- 
tree, or the blossoms of the odoriferous 
shrubs that grew at the entrance of the 
arbour. The calmness and tranquillity 
of the surrounding scenery was hateful 
to Laura, contrasted with the tumulE.. 
tuous agonies that shook her senses. 
She thought on the many hours that 
she had passed in the arbour with Ed- 
ward when welcome love first stole 
upon her heart. The lattice work, 
the matted pavement, the rustic table, 
every object remained unaltered, and 
seemed so many silent witnesses of 
her lover's perfidy. Even the odour 
of the woodbine and wild roses re- 
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minded her of those blissful moments 
when their same odour had vibrated 
on her senses together with the voice 
of Edward. She placed her hands 


over her eyes; she leaned down her 
bead on the table; but could not weep. 


Suddenly starting up, and no longer | 


able to restrain her violent emotions, 


dhe exclaimed, in a frantic tone, Oh 


gracious God! is it possible that he can 

be married to another! and ani I then 
80 very lost a wretch !—lIt was here, in 
this ar bour, that he first told me he 
loved me !—and now 


„Oh! Edward, Edward! even at 


this moment I adore you; at this mo- 
ment, when, perhaps, you are talking 


to her in those low tender accents that 


captivated my soul— when, perhaps, 
you are gazing on her enraptured, un 


le; 
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mindful of what your poor Laura must 
suffer (And is she then so ineffab] y 
charming ? Does she know herself the 
motive of his every thought and action ? 
Does she listen with joyful credulity 
to his delusive promises 70 that E 
could see him once more, to up raid 
him, and expire at his feet! * 


«W hither will these horriblethoughts 
lead me?—My brain burns; dark in- 
distinct images seem to float before my 
sight:—I must die Nature can no 
longer endure such excruciating tor- 
W 


Say ing these words, she rose hastil y 
from the bench, and clasped her hands 


together in agony; then suddenly s. IN 


closed them; and they fell down, as if. 
— by her side. 
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The exertion loagened Edward” s ring 
from her finger it dropt on the 


ground. Laura looked at it; and un- 
fortunately her attention was arrested 
by something that glittered in the 


moon- beams. It was a large kniſe with 5 


which the gardener had been pruning 


the arbour. In a moment of frenzy 


Laura darted on it—held it in her 
hand— looked at it— then uttered a 
loud laugh, and plunged it into her 


bosom. The blood streamed copiously 


from the wound she tottered—fell oa 
the bench and fainted, | 


In 


he 
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Cet amour dont I idee avait it fie on | bonbeur, 5 
Ce 22 tant souhaitẽ n'est qu un jour de terreur. 


Ir is uncertain how long she remained 
in this state. On recovering her senses, 
she felt herself supported in the arms 
of some one; but she had not strength 
to open her eyes, or to evince any other 
token of existence. 


« Wretch that I am!—O! Laura! 
my: beloved Laura! exclaimed a voice, 
in the piercing accents of despair. 


Laura shuddered, and gently placed 
her hand on her wounded bosom. 
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Laura, in a tone that made him start, 


** 
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06]. —- 
Great God, she lives!“ continueA 


the same voice, in a tone bow different Fo. 
from the former exclamation ! in 

At these words Laura ventured to M 
Took up, and found herself supported * 
in the arms of Epwar | A faint | 
shriek testified her recollection she 
endeavoured to disengage herself from "OF 
him, and again closed her eyes. 

Am I then so odious, that you can- hs: 
not endure even to look on me! * cried th 
Edward. O! gracious Heaven is it th 
thus we meet Speak to me, speak to MP 
me!——You are bleeding !—you are "Pp 
dying WhO has committed this in 1 
fernal deed ? Quick, name the bar- 5 

rir 


"4 


Edward Somerville |—exclaimed 


L. 166 


and shrink with horror: then relapsing 


into delirium, she continued, I have 
had a fearful dream !—I thought that [I 

had committed murder e. murder. 
whispered she. 


8 Nay, do not Joe frightened—it 
* nothing but a dream !' 


P I have hm troubled with bad 
dreams of late. One night 1 fancied 


that you were gone a great way off; and 
then that you forgot poor Laura, and 


married your beautiful cousin.—But it 
was foolish to thiak s0!—lIt could be 
nothing but a dream—for when I awoke 


in the morning, I tound my wedding- 
ring upon my finger.” 


Quite exhausted by the exertion of 


speaking, Laura again fell lifeless into 
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Edward's arms. The moon that shone_ 


full on her beautiful countenance 
seemed to increase its death-like pale- 


ness; and her long bair, hanging in 


disorder over her shoulders, half 6b- 
scured her wounded bosom, and the 


| portrait that was Still ruBpericed — 


* 


Edward was almost as much deprived 


of sense as the unfortunate Laura; but 


fearifg that she might be already dead, 
or expiring for want of proper assis - 


tance, he with a sort of desperate 
strength, lifted her up in his arms, and 
ran till he reached the house. The 


hall was filled with domestics; Edward 
did not appear to notice them, but 
pressed eagerly forward, till he reached 
a breakfast parlour, and placed the life- 
less Laura on a sopha. Before he had 
time to call for assistance, the house- 


1 0 167 } 
keeper and two or three other servants 
ran into the room, with countenances 
expressive of the greatest conster- 
nation. They all surrounded Edward, 
but scarcely appeared to notice the 
mournful object mary was extended be- 


fore them. Y 4658. 


01 Siri enelelined they all to- 


gether, you are come back, Sir, just 
in time Master is dying: I. suppose 


you . 5 the Doctor e no 
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that you won't go for to disturb him. 


Why, the Doctor told us to be as quiet 


as miee, and won't let none of us go 
anighst him, because he has got a what 
dye call it on his brain; and sure 


enough, Jack the groom brought him in 


here, an hour ago, as dead as a door nail.” 


What! he nas fallen from his horse?“ 
hastily exclaimed Edward, disgusted 


with the unconcern with which Colonel 
Somervilles servants mentioned his 
accident : then turning to the sopha, 


in an agony of grief, he desired some 

women who were gazing on Laura, 

with wonder and pity, to endeavour to 
_ convey her up stairs; while he ran in 
pursuit of the surgeon. Edward soon 
ſound him in the court. yard, ready to 


depart. It happened to be the same 


>. Foe; 


humane gentleman who had angee 
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him during his severe fever at Wood- 


leigh., He was much astonished at 
seeing Edward, and advancing to meet 


him, exclaimed—* Can I trust the evi- 


dence of my senses ?—ls it really Cap- 


tain Somerville — Welcome to Eng- 
land, Sir — But we meet at an unfor- 


tunate moment. I am sorry to say 


that ! have very little hope of your bro- 
ther's recovery. Have his wounds 


opened afresh, for I perceive that your 


coat is stained with blood ? 


Follow me follow me, instantly!“ 
cried Edward, seizing his hand. 


Is he then worse?“ enquired Mr, 


Langley. 


Laura is dying !- Laura is wound- 


ed ! O God! perhaps we are even now 
too late!” vociferated Edward, 
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— Wounded Miss Mapleton 
in danger ?—where is she, Sir? | 


would give my life to save her she 


is a * W 1 9 1 © . 


Seyin g thesk words, he Procecdtd with 
hastystrides towards the house. Edward 
ran before him, and they soon reach. 
ed the hall. At the head of the stair- 


case, a female servant beckoned them 


to be silent, and pointed to the room 
where Laura had been deposited. Ed. 
ward followed Mr. Langley to the door, 
bus would not enter, for he felt a ter- 
rible prepossession that she was dead. 


Alter he had listened a few: minutes 


in motionless agony, Mr. Langley 
came out of the room, and told mg 3979 
Miss e e still breathed. , 


ef 


C 19 
God Almighty bless you for ever |» 
cried Edward, in a transport of joy, 


« Nay, be not too sanguine in your 
hopes, resumed Mr Langley — and, 
above all things, do not attempt to 
enter her apartment, for the least 
schock at such a moment as this must 
_ Inevitably prove fatal.” 
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CHAP. XLI. 
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© Doglienze inutili—disperazione inputtuosa - - « - . 
Angoscie opprimetemi ! 


—ͥͤä ꝶß' — 


EDWARD in a joyful tone promised 


implicit obedience, andbegan to walk up 
and dounthelong gallery; but frequent- 
Iy pause d, to listen if any sound proceed- 
ed from Laura's chamber Al was 
perfectly quiet, and he leant in a 


mus1:: g posture against the iron railing 
of the gallery. The moon shone 


brightly through the large Gothic win. 
dows of the hall; and the- black and 


white tessellated pavement; and old fa- 
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mily pictures frowning in armour from 
their ponderous gilt frames, forci bly 
reminded him of past happiness. His 

mind was now bewildered by a perfect 
chaos of thought. The image of Lau- 
ra, wöunded, bleeding, faintin g in his 
ams tkr ted hätt ich üb nod mt - 
the iucoherent words sheghad uttered, 
so dreadfully mysterious! Could he 

dare to imagine that his virtuous Lau- 

ra had committed suicide — and what 

| could have driven her to such a deed 

of desperation ?—Was she married to 

his brother ?—and did she repent ?- 
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Ad degree of probability attached it- 

Self to this suspicion; and he was deter- 

5 mined to go in search of some one ho 

ö might confirm or dissi pate it entirely: . 

| he was likewise desirous of seeing his 

% brother(though assured he Was lying 
VOL, u. . 


* 


in a state of . he 


walked to the farther end of the gallery, 


to the room that Colonel I Somerville had 


been accustonied to occupy, and softly 
entering, just as the stable clock was 


striking twelve, he glided to the ſoot 


of _ bed, and gently undrew che 
93 lonel Somer ville YE 


2 | 


wed. was Sitting: at the side, looked up, 4 


uttered a Sod of horypr, and fell al- 
most senseless on the bed. Indeed a 
more courageous heart might have felt 


appalled at Edward's a ppearance. The 
moon- beams fully disclosed his pale 


emaciated coupt 


nance; his hair hung 


in wild disorder, and his light travel. 


ling dress was s spotted with blood. 


* Engrossed by his o own  ruminations, 
and the sight of his unfortunate bro- 
ther, he scarcely noticed the alarm of 


* 


56 


oy in 1 
the enn, till suddenly he 1 0 him 


tremulously exclaim, * in the name of 


Lord N esus, vaniah . 5 


l — 
wy Fr r 
* TD 3 


Edward, 1/findingh hi mself Ak for 
spes ai coun: not forbear r 5milin 8. | 


d have mercy upon 1 me! cried 


the man, in a voice scarcely articulate; 


I suppose you are come all over the 
seas to drag my master down into his 


grave: but 1 am only a poor Servant—. | 


Oh 1 pray don t glare your eyes at me! 
'n confess all —I'II tell Miss Laura 


4 
3 


all about it-and indeed, indeed it 


went tomy soul to do > her a barn p- 
n | T'Y 


9 Speak, n esrb instantly 

v hat you mean! —exclaimed Edward, 
in a voice much too loud for a spectre. 
| "=. 


4X7 
+ 
I 
| 
6 
1 
's 
34:4 
4 
4. 
T4 
o 
1 4+ 
1 
N 
4 
5 
1 
N 
? 
A. 
* 
4 
+ 
. 
1. 
+ 
4 
; 
ry 4 
1 
* 
35 
A 
* 
8. 
K 
* 
2 
& 
- 
&; 
BM; 
1 
x 
9 
Jt 
'£ 
8. 
1 
x 
4x 
> 1) 
4 * 
* 
F 
N 
r 
© 
. 
4 
5 
47 
* 1 
N 
* 
5 
* 
: 
* 
. 
q 
® 
2 
ol 
> 
a 
* 
7 
J 
. 
1 
4 
7 
x 
70 
. 
5 
, 
; 
: 
[1 
4 
. 


— — - 
GAP DS I. ne we 
. 


7 
DEBT 


— 
— IRE. 8 * 
Wr reer 


where; erate BEOS, nr * nv — 
3 1-49 wn nn — 
— . 


KA 
ta » tht 0 pe a OS Lc 
WD Ir = CSI EE 
2 3 


— > 8 WIT 


— 
5 


— IES2 
1 


erat => 


n 

* upd. Ie A Gp. 0 Q-—d "XX RE a - 
F A K n "we 

rene wry r ee ee INES 


= 
4 * 
— ans x —— — 
2 232 2 — — — 7 — 
2 — wy ROPES — "ths 
nE——— CY — — SCF > _—_ 
— r LR SAR. ei EIA 


3 . 


At this, bent "Mr. Lin _ 
4 the, bed, and told Edward 
that hi begged he would accompany 
bim n into Rliss Mapleton's 
21 „be mysterious words 


Yin 15 FI Þ go ?— Does 2 wad to see 
ne f 1 rushed out of the chamber, a 
without nd for an answer. 


Fe 


2 


M Lan sich leuöned to, a dgave 5 


bim the melancholy infor mation that 
Laura was still in imminent Qz nger, 
but that ber senses were returned, and 
that she ex pressed the most earnest de- 
sire to see him, — perfectly recollecting 
that he had spoken to her in the ar- 


bour. 


— 
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Edward Was by this time at the door 


of her apartment: he listened—all was 


quiet: he then softly entered—knelt | 


down by the side of her bed and con- 
vulsively grasped her clay. cold hand. | 


Laura faintly raised her head, and 


mournfully exclaimed—* I have not 
deserved this happiness '—Edward, I 
havenot deserved to fix my dying eyes 
on your's!—I am a poor Sinful wretch ! 
But why are you thus agitated ?— 
I mean not to upbraid you l And yet 
it was cruel to abandon me !—It surely 
was a crime to drive me to pan 1 
After a short pause, the. Toxin bed, 


lifting her languid eyes to Heaven, O 


Omnipotent Judge of the Universe !— 

Thou in whose prezence must shortly 

appear !—1 dare not implore thee to 
i | 
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pardon the poor deluded being whose 


perfidy has involved me in 0 and 


eternal destruction! * 


At these words captain Somerville 
looked up aghast. Laura fixed her 
eyes on him, then slowly continued, 


„Edward, it has long been my only | 


wish to die! and even now I feel a 
strange sensation of delight, in thinking 
that I shall breathe out my last sigh 


while you are near we 
am agonized by acute pain, and more 
sharply tortured by remorse!— Whi- 
ther am going ?—Shall we never meet 
again in happier regions? — - No! 
for I have committed murder !”. 


inwardly exclaimed she, in the hollow, 


have mercy on sin so black as mine 
but Oh! 1 tremblingly beseech thee to 


But Oh! 1 


8101 


tone of despair 3 then with a deep groan 


a; 
48 = 
b 
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fell almost exhausted On her pillow. | 
: 3 
Edward could not weep, but gazed 
on her with a look of unutterable · ten- 
derness, till she placed her hand before 
her eyes, and softly exclaimed O 
look not on me thus, Edward! or 1 
shall begin to think this hour of guilt 


and death the happiest I have . 


known !—Piy is all that you can now 
bestow on me !— Why then do you 
suffer the delusive semblance of love 


to gleam through tears ?—Have you 


not broken my heart Have you not 
maddened my brain ?—and, can you 
still wish to deceive me by fei gned to- 
kens of tenderness, when I know that 
you are devoted to another—when ! 


know that you Are—MARRIED f 
n4 


ny 
* 
. 

* 


* 
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Jam not a villain! 


[107 


«© Gracious God !' exclaimed Edward, 
- © what do I hear?—Laura, my adored 


Laura, tell me what you mean? Some 
strange mystery hangs over your words. 


How could you think it possi ble ? Have 


I deserved such suspicions?—I have 
endured captivity, poverty, disease 


1 believed you cruel, faithless, lost to 
me for ever !—I have Sustained every | 
-but, thank God, 


species of anguish- 


I am not mar- 


* 


c Not married !' 2 as Laura, 
einking lifeless on her Pillow. 

3 as TI 

Not married repeated Mr. Lang- 
ley, in great astonishment. 


A pause of some moments followed 


this interesting discovery, until Mr. 


4 


e 


as 
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Langley violently rang the bell, as his 
patient needed further assistance. Most 
of the servants were gone to Sleep; but 
Captain Somerville's faithful Harry 3 5 
| happening to be passing through the 
gallery, entered at that the per 


| ment. 


On approaching the bed he bay into. 


tears, and, wringing his hands, exclaim- 


$1 ed, © Yes, at's true enough: $he' 8 dead! 5 
3 poor, dear, sweet, 5 
beautiful Miss Laura !—how master did 'D 
love her !—alas! alas! I wish we had 
never got out of the French prison, to 
come home to see such a piteous sight 


quite dead 


28 


as this I'm sure tw zuld melta heart 


of stone! 


5 


Lord, Sir !* eontinued he, turning 
to Edward, * I have heard such stran ge 
b 
u 5 


P „ 
* EO 4 — 


. 
Tr —ů—ů —— 0 


— —— — — 
ey > ren I. = — 


"> SODA > Ie wo nr I ey 8 a . 
POACEAE Oey d! os I I IE IG ee Wo 
—— — 2: "ae 3 — ' - 
do 9 as 4 


N my — 
— 


* "> - — 
r 


— 


Rr 
— — pl — 
Se ar Rt LE ents 


—— 


8 
— 
_ 


> > pre» 


— 


: 
1 
| 
| 


E 


F 


— — 
th 


42 5% I 
7 742 one dag = tx 
EC: LISTING 


K SATO, POIs gy tv Ao ot wy Gr SEW ine Po Mey ng 
CCC ˙ VT 


8 ww" 
—— 


r 2 — 
cc 
2 1 2 cas hg ge” * 


Ne, . . 


TT DIE I EE Le 


9 n Las 2c PR P » WEL 5 
En EEE IT ITT IEG 
ES n 


52 J 
things! The women folks here be all 


ready to tear you to pieces; they say 


that you be a false per jury lovyer; and 
| that Miss Laura has done herself a mis- 
chief all along of you being married to 
some neger wench. However, I soon 
stopped their clatter, for! said to 'em, 
says I, Ladies, don't put yourselves 


in a passion, for it's nothing more nor 
less than a damned lie. Master and 1 


went t to get a mint of money, as you 

might remember, in the West Ingees; 
but we wasn't long upon the seas be- 
fore we were taken by a privateer, and 
soon shopped up in a fine F rench pa- 
lace; where we didn” t see a petticoat 
ſor eight months. At last, when we 
nicked 'em, and 7 safe off to the West 
Ingees, master caught the yellow fever; 
and I'm sure we thaught more * a 
; burying than a wedding.” 


U— 


g 1 


During this harangue, Mr. Lights 
had been endeavouring torevive Laura, 
and two or three female Servants had 
entered the room, bub he had not lost 
a syllable of what had been said; and 
when Harry had ceased speaking, he 
stepped forward, and exclaimed, 1 90 


l ͤperceive, Captain Somerville, 
that some strange mistake has arisen; 
for I assure you it was confidently stated 
in several newspapers that you" were 


married toa Miss Caroline Ellis. About 
vas called i in, with a sk ful 


that time I 
physician of the neighbourhood, to at- 
tend Miss Mapleton. Her disorder was 
a phrenzy fever, and we soon discover- 
ed that it was occasioned by your ap- 
parently ungenerous and cruel conduct. 
Unremitting care and solicitude . 
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Cs 
served her life; but her health has 


never been perfectly re established; 
a/xettled melancholy ensued; and no 
doubt it was a species of insanity that 


prompted the terrible deed from which 
I Still dread the most fatal conse. 
quences: therefore, I hope, Sir, that you 
will-pardon my requesting you to leave 


this apartment, for should Miss Maple. 


ton behold you, on recovering from 
her fainting fit, I should nn. for 
** 1 . * 


N. 
N. 8 


Edward ren, obeyed „and walked 


_ down the stone stair.case into the hall: 
he there paced up and down some 


minutes, with a heart oppressed al- 
most to bursting; gazed unconsciously 
from the window on the tints of morn- 
ing that began to streak ithe horizon 


2 


wn 


then threw himself into a chair; and 
his frame was so much exhausted by 
the agitation of his mind that He fell 
asleep. 
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WHEN he awoke at about seven 
o'clock in the morning, he rubbed his 
eyes,andflattered himselfthattheevents 
of the preceding day had been all a 
dream: but the approach of Mr. Lang- 
ley, who was walking in deep conversa- 
tion with another gentleman, too soon 
convinced him of their reality. Ed- 
ward joined them, and anxiously en- 

quired ſor Laura. 


* 


** 
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It is not possible to give any deci- | 


sive answer concerning her,” replied 


Mr. Langley; she is at pres ent in . 


doze, and probably a few hours will 
produce a crisis. Colonel Somerville 
is surprisin gly recovered; and my wor. 


thy friend, who has likewise examined 


the wound in his head, is of opinion 
that it exhibits a very favourable ap- 
Pearance. | FP 
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At this intelligence Edward ran up 
stairs, entered his brother's apart- 
ment, and was surprised to hear the 
sick man swearing violently at his ser- 
vant. 

O! here comes the spectre!ꝰ ex- 
claimed Colonel Somerville, as Edward 


- approached the bed. So, Sir, I sup- 


pose you are not vastly rejoiced to 


: 0 T 188 T 


s 8 


zee me thus recovered, and perfeAly 
compos mentis once more !—My death, 
or astatute of lunacy against me, might 

have ow a OY Reg 


„Im determined ru tell captain So. 
merville all About it!—I won't be used 


. He! a dogfor nothin Ng: muttered the 


'sservant. 11 


{4 "Hold your tongue y ou cowardly 


chicken T-hearted scoundrel! - vocife- 


rated his master, in a rage. 


2 * 


„Nc 4 
* 


« You never gave me any thing to 
keep your secret !* retorted the other. 


* 


Colonel Somerville endeavoured to | 


zeize him by the collar; but having re · 


ceived violent bruises, besides the 


C 155) 


contusion on his brain, he could 8 
not rise from his bed. : | 


Well, Sir!” cried the servant, ex- 
ultingly, addressing himself to Ed- 


ward You must know that my mas- 


ter, finding that he could not prevail 


on Miss Mapleton to marry him whilst 
you was in England, forged a lettex,s. 
if it came from your friends in "the 
West Indies; thinkin ig that if you went 
there, you would p-rhaps die of the 
yellow fever; or at least be gone long 
enou gh for him to prosecute his designs 
upon Miss M apleton. Well, you went 
away—you were taken by a French 
privateer—but the news didn't reach 
the cottage, and 1 bribed the man at 
the post · office to let me see all the let- 
ters directed to Miss Mapleton; and 
all those you contrived to write from 


. 

the prison, I took away, and exchanged 
for others, that my master worded, and 
I copied; because I knew how to imi. 


tate your band. Those letters that 


you sent when you escaped, and landed 
in the West Indies, —those that men. 
tioned your illness, &c. were all burnt; 


and Miss Laura almost broke her heart 


A of eur supposed neglect. Our plot 
began to thicken, —a paragraph, 
ntaining the pretended intelligence 


of your marriage, was inserted by me 


in several newspapers; and probably 


Miss Mapleton might have married my 
master out of spite, if she had not 


thought that it would be more W N 


to ür herself.“ 


** 8 
by . . 
* 


| Aﬀter this dxclosure, he bone 


, and 


with impertinent sang froid quitted the 


apartment "2p 


cm} 
Colonel Somerville's countenance 
was almost convulsed with rage; and 
after a short pause, turning towards 
his brother, he exclaimed, with a ma- 
lignant smile, At least it is some con- 
solation to know that Laura lies at the 
point of death, and that you are as- 
wretched as myself !—I- adored her, 
and did not chuse that my passion 
should be opposed by a younger bro- 
ther. I detested you for having won 
her affections; at moments I detested 
you both; and even now I would rather 
see her writhing before me in the ago- 
nies of death, than that she should live 


to become your wife !/ 


© How can you confess yourself such 
a wretch ” cried Edward, shuddering. 


—— This wound in my head pains 
me confoundedly !* continued Colonel 


8 tag name! Sn 3 
0 82 1 * 2 E N o 


Somerville, without heeding his bro. 


ther's exclamation.” I had better 
make my will; and if Laura lives I 


shall have the Sat 8 action of knowing 
that you will both be beggars: besides, 
it will be necessary to make some pro- 
vision fer Louisa Dornford. To be 
sure the seduction was on her side: 
8 e fell a victim to in ordinate vanity : 
and IT hated her mint 

her person :—however, since she is de- 


serted by her family, it will not be 


like a man of honour to leave her with 
no other resource but prostitution. 


, A man of boar K - cried Ed- 
f ward, indignantiy e not 


4 
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| At this ebvent Mr. Langley and 
the other surgeon entered the room, 
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and seemed alarmed on observing the 


wild appearance and inflamed counte- 
nance of their patient. On feeling his 
pulse, they cast a significant lea at 
each. Other. „ _ 
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7 Ney! no ie gentlemen,” 
cried Colonel Somerville, angrily; * IS! 


am acquainted with the tricks of 34 ur. 


mY 


trade: you wish to terrify me, and'to 
enhance the merit of Wr cure.“ 
. 8 

- Something very extraordinary has 
happened,” ' replied: Mr. Langley, 
calmly: «a great revolution has taken 


place I fear you have not- * kept 
a svfficiently N «ͤ%» -. 8-, 


. TO 
& ws, 
4" 


1 To be sure 1 2 been in a devilish 
passion with my rascal of a servant :— 


but I hope you do. not think 1 am in 


rn | * 


5 
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ay danger ?” exclaimed the Colonel, W 

| 8 vith a terrified countenance. : =) 
"Mr. Lan g ben l esd, n . 

Colonel Somerville turning to the other hi 

surgeon, desired to hear his opinion. 

« The surgeon hesitated for a few | ce 

101 ents, then told him, t that if he th 

had any worldly fairs to settle he 1 (<1 

had ae begin about it immediately, h: 

; Pu af 

: -Donination am I dying? þ » 

x | groaned the sick man, with a convul- or 
i _ shivering ; *while drops of blood hi 
| trickled down his ſorebead, and his th 
"eyes rolled wildly in their sockets. fo 
12 | be to 

Edward could not endure such a hit 

spectacle, but quitted the apartment, th 

and feeling faint and unwell, he thought * 

ex 


that the air might revive him, and 


* 88 * OM 
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walked into the park. When he re- 
turned to the house, Mr. Langley met 
him in the hall, and after a short pre. 
face, informed him that his brother 
had just expired. | 


© I donot affect to condole with you, 
el continued Mr. Langley, for I think 


vers. 9] mu” : * — 5 
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that his infamous conduct towards you | 
| {which he has Just confessed) a 1 


rn 
. 


f have broken all the bonds of fraternal 

affection. I rejoice that you did not ij 
witness the manner of his death. At = 4 | 
- one moment he talked incoherently of 4 li 
| his unrepented crimes : then raved at . | 
the thought that you would possess his 

fortune: then called on Miss Maple- 

ton, and conjured us, with tears in 
+. his eyes, to save his life. Indeed, in 


: the whole course of my practice, I 
never saw any one expire under such 
exquisite tortures of mind and body.“ 


L 1961 


You forget that he was my brother! 


I could have spared these details! 


cried Edward, mournfully. After a 
long pause, Mr. Langley changed the 
current of his thoughts, by telling 
him that Miss Mapleton was awakened 
from her doze; and that he had by de. 
grees explained to her the plans and 


treachery of Colonel Somerville. © She 


OY 
is still in the greatest danger, conti- 
nued Mr. Langley, but she is very 


anxious to see you; therefore, if you 


please, you may accom pany me into 


Bs a partment. 4 


I 


t 


The ways of Heaven are dark; — , 
Respect its judgments, pray and Suffer. 


— —— 
| IF 


ll 


J it my Edward? faintly exclaimed 
Laura, as she heard some one approach 


her bed. 


She was sitting up, supported by 
pillows; and her countenance, though 
pale, was still exquisitely beautiful. 
Edward softly undrew her curtain, and 
she gazed at him a few moments in 
silence, with the most touching ex- 
pression of tenderness and stifled 
grief. She held out her r band to him, 6 


VOL. I, 1 


Cs 
bdaut was still unable to speak. At 


5 length she said, in tremulous plaintive 
at © 


| accents, = 


* 


© Edward, you $till love me —1 was 
deceived |—basely, c cruelly deceived'— 


you love me Do not grieve for me = 
1 shall now die in peace!” © — 
Alas! the tear that glistened on her + 


cheek belied her words. Edward 
groaned, and pressed * cold hand to 


av em. 4 
= 
a Edward '” continued she, after a 
6 Jong pause, 1 cannot conceal my 
emotions !—1 feel that death is indeed 
terrible at such a moment as this !— 
O! God,“ cried she, raising her voice, 
«to think that he still loves me, — that of 


- every obstacle that impeded our union 


* 
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is now removed, that he is near me t- 


— To hear him—to- look at him—to- 


feel that J doat on him more than 


| ever,—and to know that in a few hours 
1 $hall be cold—senseless—that my 
eyes will no longer be able to distin- - 
guish his form—that my poor fond 
heart will no longer throb at the sound 
of his voice! —— 0h! Edward \—Ed- 


ward 


Susan sobbed audibly : Mr. Langley 


appeared much affected: —but her 
father and lover were too wretched to 
weep. After a pause, Laura continued, 


in a more calm and xolemy tone, 


he. | +, 3 of op. | f 

«0! my God! do nor utterly ab 
don me !—Sustain me in this hour of 
trial; and take pity on a sinfpl shud- 


12 


2 — 
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dering soul, that has dared to rush 1 un- 
called into thy presence —1 acknow- 


; " ledge tbat I have merited my doom :— 


for I did net bear thy dispensations with 
patience and resignation. At the mo- 
ment when thy mysterious Providence 
was preparing to turn my sorrows into 


Joy Ah! even at that moment I be- 


lieved myself utterly forsaken— I no 
longer trusted that thou wouldst de- 


liver me“ — I Impiously cherished de- 
s pair— and no pitying angel arrested 


my arm when I aimed it at my sinful 
bosom; for I had wilfully resigned the 
Almighty protection, and spurned 
from me the consolations of reli gion.— 
Oh! that the torturing anguish I now 
feel could expiate my crime but 


alas! not even the scalding tears of 
remorse can v ash away the stain af 
murder! 


L 
Overwhelmed by this horrible re. 
flection, Laura sunk almost lifeless on 
her pillow. Mr. Langley administered 
some drops: she soon became more 
com posed; and fixin g her languid eyes 
on Edward, faintly exclaimed, | 


It would have been sweet to have 
lived for you, my beloved ! and there ia 
a melancholy satisfaction in knowing 
that I shall never fade from your me- 
mory! Had we married, habit might 
have produced indifference !—I should 
have died of grief, and have sunk into 

my grave unlamented!” 


© Oh! never, never l' cried Ed ward, 
convulsively grasping her hand. 


1 You must comfort my poor father!“ 
said Laura, pointing to the bottom of 


F 
the bed, where he stood in pellen 
grief. 
_ © Edward!* sbe continued, , what 
are youropinions concerning futurity? 
— Do you think we shall recollect each 
other hereaft g- O my tender friend, 
you never knew to what excess I loved 
you; because I never could find words 
to express all I felt.— Ah! why did I 
not learn to moderate my sensibility 
ere it hurried me beyond the bounds 
of reason and religion, and made me 
forget my God!—And to tbink what I 
have lost Had it not been for one a 
rash moment Alas! my 
voice fails I am dying !—— O Ed- 
ward! O my father! 


5 
* — . 
* - 7 7 N 


5 e felt her pulse: —she 


watched his countenance; then raised 
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her eyes towards Heaven with fervent 
devotion, and remained a few minutes 
in silent prayer. Whig 


it was still hanging round her neck 
looked at it pressed it to her li pS— 
and said, in an expire 
beloved, your pi ure was at my heart. 


It turned aside the fatal instrument, 
or I should have died without knowing 


that you would grieve for me. It has 


been my only comfort—it seemed to 


pity me when I wept over it—and 1 


have kissed it a thousand times. Suffe I 


it to remain close to my heart when 1 
am dead.” 


Her last words were scarcely articu- 
late. Her pulse stopped she shivered 


she had ſi- 
nished, she took up Edward's portrait, 


voice, My 


con vulsively- again essayed to speak— _ 


8ighed—gasped—was sinking on the 


* 
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pilow—but Edward caught her in his 

arms, Her beautiful eyes wegp closed; 
but as Edward hung over her, his tears 
fell on her cheek: she felt them: a 
lambent smile quivered on her lips:— 
she gently raised herself, opened her 
eyes, and fixed them for a moment on 
his countenance—then again fell on his 
bosom, and closed them for ever! 


FINIS. 
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